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one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 

. . ‘Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you hundreds of match 
results from around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning 
columns from wrestling’s most respected staff of independent 
journalists . .. Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of 
“Ratings Analysis” . . . Ail this and more—every month! 
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the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . .. Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
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The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of 
magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: The latest from columnists Dave Rosenbaum and Bob Smith 
.. “Correspondents Reports” on major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down,” 
which tells you who in wrestling deserves praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue also 
contains an exclusive “‘Q & A”’ interview with one of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special 
“Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star every issue . . . “You Asked Us”’ allows 
your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR questions . . . Plus, on a rotating bimonthly basis, 
“Beyond The Squared Circle,” offering exclusive candid photos of your favorite stars, and “Matt 
Brock’s Looking Back,” bringing back Matt’s memories of a match from yesteryear . . . All this and 
more—every month! 
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OH, JOY 

| cried like a baby when Randy 
Savage and Elizabeth reunited at 
WrestleMania VII, and | cried again 
when | read ‘Tears Of Sadness, 
Tears Of Joy: The Bittersweet Re- 
union Of Randy Savage And Eliza- 
beth” (July 1991). It was so good to 


Reader Sandra Nottingham hopes that Eliza- 
beth never again leaves ‘‘Macho King’’ Ran- 
dy Savage’s side. 
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see them get together again. It was 
like they had never parted. 

Savage must regret ever having 
taken Sensational Sherri. Like she 
proved in the end, she is nothing 
more than a snake. She’s only out 
for what is good for her, not for 
what’s good for anybody she man- 
ages. Savage learned it; Ted DiBiase 
will learn it. 

As for Elizabeth, it’s so good to 
see her back where she belongs. 
She is the queen of wrestling, as far 
as I’m concerned. | hope she doesn’t 
go away again. 

SANDRA NOTTINGHAM 
New Britain, CT 


TERRIBLE TOLOS 

Why on earth did you give John 
Tolos so much space for an interview 
(“Q & A,” July 1991)? He’s a no- 
body, a nothing! | don’t care if he 
does manage a fine group of wres- 
tlers like Bob Orton, Cactus Jack, 
and The Power Twins. He’s a bum, 
and I'd like to shove that whistle of 
his down his throat! 

Back in the 60s and ’70s, | under- 
stand, Tolos was a terror. Now he’s 
just terrible. 

HARLAN BENTLEY 
Frankfort, KY 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Reader Harlan Bentley thinks The Wrestler 
shouldn’t have interviewed Tolos. 


SHATTERED 

“Can Ric Flair Shatter The ‘Myth’ 
Of Japanese Superiority?” (July 
1991). From what | saw at Super 
Brawl, | would say yes! 

As IWGP champion, Fujinami is 
the best the Japanese have to offer, 


——=— 


d 
y 
aad 
S Le 


and Flair beat him soundly. Sure, he 
may have held Fujinami’s trunks to 
get the job done, but all in all it was 
a solid victory for a solid WCW World 
champion. 

| would also like to add that | think 
Flair would win just as convincingly 
over men like The Great Muta and 
Jushin Riger. Those guys are admit- 
tedly sensational, but Flair is a mas- 
ter. He knows it all and he’s seen it 
all. These Japanese have never 
faced anything like him. 

There is only one true world cham- 


pion: Ric Flair. 
SARAH EAGLE 


Houston 


A VOTE FOR VON ERICH 

| am a big fan of the Von Erichs, 
especially Kevin. | think he is the 
greatest wrestler of all-time. I’ve been 
a big fan of Kevin’s since the first 
time | saw him, back in 1982. 

You magazine people act as 
though Kevin is dead and gone. You 
seem to have forgotten what a great 
wrestler he is. You never try to sup- 
port him. 
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WCW World champion Ric Flair’s victory over IWGP titlist Tatsumi Fujinami reaffirmed for 
reader Sarah Eagle Flair’s greatness as a champion. 


tling world: Your forgotten hero will 
return better than ever! 

JOEY McLENNAN 

Lynn, MA 


PRICKLY CACTUS 

| was glad to see Cactus Jack in 
your “X-Ray” feature (July 1991). 
Cactus is by far the wildest and crazi- 
est star to come along in a long time. 
He does whatever wacky move he 
wants to do, without any regard for 
his body. It’s outrageous, but it’s also 
admirable. 

There is room in wrestling for only 
one guy like him, though, and I’m 
glad. | don’t think anybody could do 
what he does. 

FRANKLIN STAFFORD 
Knoxville, TN 


HOLD IT, BOYS 
Hawk and Animal shouldn’t be in 
such a hurry. 
(Continued on page 48) 
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By BILL APTER 


UGE RULEBREAKER Vi- 
cious shocked the wrestling 
world with his decision to enter 
the WWF. Even more startling, 
though, was the 6’8” giant’s ac- 
tions in his first two WWF appear- 
ances: He’s become a fan favorite! 
The former Skyscraper and Four 
Horsemen member wasn't 
scheduled to wrestle in the WWF 
until June, but he couldn’t help but 
get involved during a pair of May 
television tapings. 

On May 28 at the Convention 
Center in Tucson, Arizona, The 
Mountie had just defeated young 
Stephen DeLeon and was standing 
in the ring challenging anyone to 
come into the ring and “taste his 
law.” 


The fans were stunned when Vi- [i 


cious walked out of the dressing 
room and slowly walked up the 
aisle. When Vicious reached the 
ring, he rocked Mountie with sev- 
eral clotheslines, then lifted 
Mountie over his head with one 
hand and tossed him to the mat. 
Mountie retreated to the dressing 
room in terror, and Vicious stood 
alone in the ring—and was re- 
warded for his efforts by a stand- 
ing ovation. 

Vicious obviously liked the 
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Sid Vicious, whose last WCW appearance came at Super Brawl ’91, quickly made his 


presence felt in the WWF, confronting The Mountie and Earthquake on successive nights. 


sound of the cheers, because the 
next night at the State University 
Activity Center in Tempe, Arizona, 
he answered the challenge of an- 
other member of Jimmy Hart's sta- 
ble. There, huge Earthquake stood 


in the ring, grabbed the micro- 
phone, and issued wamings to 
several WWF stars, Vicious 
stormed -the ring. Earthquake 
smashed Vicious with fists several 
times, but Vicious didn’t budge. 


<a ig ; 
Bobby Heenan (above left) has quit managing, but says he will continue in the broadcast booth. “The 


Brain” gave the contract of his top charge, I-C champion Curt Hennig, to John Tolos (above right). 


Vicious lifted the 462-pound Cana- 
dian with ease and rocked him 
with a tremendous bodyslam. 
When Earthquake and Hart ran to 
the dressing room in terror, the 
fans rewarded Vicious with a rous- 
ing ovation that lasted for minutes. 
“We're all seeing a remarkable 
change in Sid,” said a WWF 
source. “In the past, everyone 
could tell that Vicious enjoyed 
hearing the cheers, and now we 
know how much. I guess you 
could say he’s always been a fan 
favorite at heart, but he never 
knew how to gain their support. 
Well, he’s done it now by chal- 
lenging Mountie and Earthquake. 
In fact, he’s so determined to wipe 
out Hart’s stable that he’s contem- 
plating changing his name to Sid 
Justice. He really seems to want to 
be a law-and-order guy now.” 
For more insight into Vicious’ 
“new” attitude, don’t miss the 
“Q&A” interview on page 20. 
Vicious may be out to rid the 
WWF of Jimmy Hart, but he won't 
have a chance to do damage to 
the Bobby Heenan “family.” The 
“Weasel” has retired! Heenan sur- 
prised the WWF by giving the 
contract of Intercontinental cham- 
pion Curt Hennig to Coach John 


Tolos, after which he announced 
that he wanted to become a full- 
time broadcaster. Heenan’s deci- 
sion apparently left the other 
members of his stable, Haku and 
The Barbarian, as free agents. 
“Heenan’s taken his share of 
poundings from Big Bossman and 
Kerry Von Erich lately,” said the 
source. “He’s getting older now, 
and he can’t take it anymore. He’s 


leaving ‘Mr. Perfect’ in good 
hands with Tolos, who proved he 
stil had a brilliantly calculating 
mind during his short stint in the 
UWF.” Tolos is also managing for- 
mer AWA tag team champions 

Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos. 
Who is Fantasia? That’s been 
the question on WCW fans’ minds 
since the new masked member of 
(Continued on page 52) 


STEVE ANDERSON’S VIEW 


rn 


It is well-known to readers of this column that Dave Rosenbaum despises snakes, but even he was 


disgusted when Earthquake crushed Jake Roberts’ pet, Damian, to death. 


T’S TIME TO draw the line on 

Earthquake. My comments 
about Earthquake’s murder of 
Damian, Jake Roberts’ pet snake 
(“Jake vs. ’Quake—Oh, That 
Poor Snake!” August 1991 Wres- 
tling Superstars ) have already at- 
tracted considerable attention and 
might have seemed out of line. 
But rest assured that when Earth- 
quake did the evil deed to 
Damian, | had no idea he killed 
the poor snake. 

Did | say poor snake? 

Listen, snakes are horrible crea- 
tures. It wouldn’t bother me if ev- 
ery last one of them was wiped 
out in some bizarre snake apoca- 
lypse (yeah, | know, they’re part 
of the natural food chain and 
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serve a purpose in control of the 
rodent population. | don’t care). 

The point I’d like to make here, 
though, is that cruelty to animals, 
even snakes, is never acceptable. 
Earthquake’s actions are, simply 
stated, reprehensible. 

There you have it, from the big- 
gest snake-hater of all-time. 

When Earthquake appeared on 
Prime-Time Wrestling with 
Damian’s skin, | was appalled. | 
even felt a little sorry for Roberts 
(even though he isn’t deserving of 
sympathy; any man who wraps a 
boa constrictor around opponents’ 
bodies belongs in jail, as far as 
I’m concerned). 

| was even more appalled by 
the now-infamous ‘“‘Quakeburgers’” 


incident, in which Earthquake, 
chef's hat and all, served up bur- 
gers allegedly made from 
Damian’s innards. 

Disgusting! 

Yes, the very concept of 


snakeburgers is disgusting (I’m 
sure they taste like chicken, but 
that’s not the point). 

The point is: If somebody made 
burgers out of my cat, I’d be very 
upset. | can only imagine what 
kind of grief Roberts experienced 
when he saw this. 

Pets are pets! McDonalds is 
McDonalds! And never the twain 
shall meet! 

In a way, Earthquake should be 
commended for controlling the 

(Continued on page 54) 
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of the 40 surviving men and women who have ever served on the editorial board of The Wrestler as we rate the top 25 
wrestlers of the past 25 years. 

The Silver Anniversary edition of The Wrestler is a magazine event collectors won’t want to miss! This very special issue, on 


sale July 16, is certain to be a newsstand sellout—be sure to pick up your copy early! 
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EOPLE CHANGE ALL the time, and wrestlers change more often than most 
people do. But when a man who previously had been an outstanding person 
turns sour for no apparent reason, it can be pretty hard to accept. 

| just can’t accept the way Rick Morton is acting right now. 

For some reason, the news about Morton’s shocking turn to rulebreaking had es- 
caped my ears. So when | spotted Morton at The Omni in Atlanta on May 27, his re- 
action to my presence came as a total shock. As usual, | walked over to him and ex- 
tended my hand, but this time the former Rock ’n’ Roll Express member declined 
the offer of friendship. 

“What do you want?” he said curtly. 

“Nothing really, Rick,” | responded, startled by Morton’s callous attitude. “'! just 
wanted to see how you were doing.” 

‘| was doin’ fine till | saw you,”’ he said. He walked into the dressing room without 
even looking me in the face. 

What happened with Morton? Actually, | 
guess we can blame Alexandra York and her 
band of computerized thugs: They pushed dol- 
lar bills under Morton’s nose, he sniffed and 
was hooked. 

In May, Ms. York waved her computer at 
Morton, and he left ringside right when Bobby 
Eaton and Dustin Rhodes were being brutally 
pounded by Arn Anderson and Terrence (Don’t 
_ Call Me Terry Anymore) Taylor. 

If fans were confused then, they would be 
outraged after witnessing Morton’s actions at 
The Omni card. 

Rhodes, who has teamed with Rick often 
during the past few months, defeated Taylor by 
Rick Morton disqualification when beefy Mr. Hughes inter- 
fered. Dustin, who improves with every match, grabbed the zoot-suited Hughes by 
the lapels and was giving him the thrashing of his life when Morton ran to the ring 
and helped Hughes bloody Dustin horribly. Rhodes was about to lose conscious- 
ness when Big Josh, of all people, stormed the ring with his axhandle to run Morton 
and Hughes back to the dressing room. 

| couldn’t believe my eyes. Morton has become a full-fledged rulebreaker! And 
what really disturbs me is the fact that Morton has let down his friends: Rhodes, 
Tommy Rich, Junkyard Dog, and Robert Gibson—especially Gibson. 

Since September 1990, Gibson has been out of action with torn ligaments and 
cartilage in his right knee. He has worked tirelessly since then, hoping for the day 
when he could reform the Express with Morton. He’s close to being ready to make 
a comeback, but now Gibson wonders if his hard work has all been for naught. 

‘| haven’t heard from Ricky in months,” said Gibson bitterly when | asked him 
about Morton's situation. ‘‘He got a little frustrated by some singles losses, particu- 
larly when he got beat by Dan Spivey at Super Brawl. But that’s no excuse for what 
he’s doing now. | really think that if | can just talk to Rick, | can straighten him out.” 

Thus far, the suddenly reclusive Morton isn’t giving Gibson the chance—or me, 
or anybody else, for that matter. He’s become a surly, downright unapproachable 
man. That’s not the Morton | recall. 

The Morton | prefer to remember was a proud, athletic competitor who teamed 
with Gibson to form one of the greatest tag teams ever. Four WCW World tag team 
titles is the proof of that. He also had as much fan support as any wrestler I’ve ever 
seen. He may have gained a few dollars, but he’s lost his fans, his friends, and 
probably Gibson, too. 

In my book, that’s too high a price to pay. 1 
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Thumbs U 


Each issue, The Wrestier will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of wrestling. ne eee 


receive a Thumbs Up, the diegraceful are marked with a Thumbs Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 


the meaning of the belt 


pa) 


Thumbs Up to Bobby Eaton. His victory over Arn Anderson for the WCW TV 
title was more than the culmination of his steady rise as a singles wrestler after 
many successful years with The Midnight Express. It was an important victory 
for the TV title, which had been rendered practically dormant by Anderson. Our 
sincerest hope here isn’t that Eaton has a long reign, but that he has a prosperous 
reign, filled with title defenses both in the arena and on TV. Too often that’s 
forgotten: The TV title should be defended on TV as often as possible. That’s 


Thumbs Up to Scott Steiner. A hearty tip of the hat to Scott for his sportsman- 
like actions at Super Brawl ’91 in St. Petersburg, Florida. Nikita Koloff’s actions 
led to Steiner’s pin of Sting, which enabled Rick and Scott to retain the WCW 
World tag team title against Sting and Lex Luger. After the match, Scott 
apologized to Sting. In the heat of battle, Scott had no idea that Koloff had 
brutalized Sting with a chain, When Scott apologized and Sting accepted, we saw 
sportsmanship at its best. That alone was worth the price of admission. 


heart that made him one of this sport’s all-time greats. 


Thumbs Up to Verne Gagne. Age is no deterrent to the nine-time former AWA 
champion. Challenged by youth, Gagne proved that bravery knows no time 
barriers. He stood up to the tough and arrogant Mike Enos when Enos started to 
taunt him before a recent match. Gagne tried to control himself, but finally let 
loose and slugged Enos. The crowd went wild, and Verne’s body seemed to swell 
with pride. It’s terrific to see that Verne still has the same young and fighting 
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can’t wait to see the rest of it. 


Thumbs Up to Rick Steamboat. His occasional “‘retirements’”’ confuse fans, but 
when Steamboat comes back to the ring, he’s always better than ever. Now in the 
WWE, Steamboat is a little too flashy with that dragon outfit; we could do 
without it. But his wrestling is top-notch. He is well on his way to challenging for 
another major title. Steamboat doesn’t let wrestling’s rugged year-round schedule 
dictate his style. He takes appropriate breaks to rejuvenate himself, then returns 
for short but brilliant periods. His latest comeback has been outstanding, and we 


Thumbs Down 


Thumbs Down to “Diamond” Dallas Page. The Freebirds have once again made 
a mockery of a proud title—this time the WCW US. tag title—and their evil 
manager is the one to blame. He is obviously the brains behind their horrible 
deeds. He sent out Big Daddy Dink with Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin to 
weaken Tracey Smothers and Steve Armstrong prior to their Super Brawl title 
match. He is hiding the identity of Fantasia, the newest Freebird; there is no 
room for such secrecy in wrestling. And there is certainly no room for men like 
‘‘Diamond”’ Dallas Page. 


Thumbs Down to Earthquake. Call in the ASPCA! Hide your pets! Earthquake 
is on a rampage, and he obviously doesn’t care if he has to kill an animal or two 
in the process! His murder of Damian, Jake Roberts’ pet boa constrictor, and his 
subsequent gloating over this horrible action have made a nation of animal lovers 
positively sick! He brought out a snakeskin that he claimed was once Damian. 
Then he served ’Quakeburgers, supposedly made of meat from the departed 
snake. Snakeburgers are disgusting. Pet snakeburgers are even worse. And Earth- 
quake makes our stomachs turn, cuisine or no cuisine. 


Thumbs Down to Col. DeBeers. The South African madman is at it again. Of 
course, it’s when DeBeers isn’t on a course of destruction and prejudice that we 
start to wonder what’s going on. Recently (and he did this all in one match), 
DeBeers slugged a referee, then hung Soul Train Phillips from the ropes by his 
belt before giving him a face-first piledriver on the floor. Does DeBeers sit at 
home thinking up these crimes, or does it just come naturally? Either way, the 
time has come for all of wrestling to ban this prejudiced thug. 


Thumbs Down to Irwin R. Shyster. This ring attire—shirt, tie, and suspenders— 
must go! Imagine a baseball player taking the field in a tuxedo. Or a football 
player wearing a pair of slacks and a polo shirt. Obviously, it wouldn’t be 
allowed. But the rules of wrestling are very lax, and Shyster is taking advantage 
of them. Too bad, both for the sport and for Shyster. He looks ridiculous, 
although he doesn’t seem to know it. There’s also no doubt that it’s cramping his 
wrestling style, Oo 
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Bret Hart goes airborne against Hercules as 
The Hart Foundation battled Power & Glory 
in England. 


Brighton, England (Corres- 
pondent—Caroline Bishop): The 
WWF's “U.K. Rampage” tour in- 
vaded the Brighton Centre, and it 
was a rumble in Brighton this 
night as The Hart Foundation bat- 
tled Power & Glory. 

Bret “The Hitman” Hart and 
Paul Roma led off for their re- 
spective teams, pounding away at 
each other with shoulderblocks. 
As usual, Hercules wanted to play 
dirty. Several times, he tried to 
grab Bret as “The Hitman” 


cules entered the ring and beat 
up on Hart while he was being 
held down by Roma. Unable to 
take seeing his partner at such a 
disadvantage, Jim Neidhart en- 
tered the ring to even the score. 

When Hart had the cover on 
Roma, Hercules came in and put 
Roma on top of Hart. Then, as 
the referee was escorting Hercu- 
les out of the ring, Neidhart came 
in and placed Hart back on top of 
Roma. After the ref counted to 
three, Hercules raised his hands 
in victory, thinking that Power & 
Glory had won the match. Then 
he saw Roma sitting on the can- 
vas, shaking his head in disap- 
pointment, and he knew what had 
happened. 

In other bouts: Davey Boy 
Smith defeated The Undertaker 
by disqualification ... Interconti- 
nental champion Curt Hennig 
beat Tito Santana ... Hacksaw 
Duggan defeated The Berzerker 
... The Bushwhackers beat De- 
molition ... Haku defeated Koko 
B. Ware ... The Barbarian beat 
Greg Valentine. 


Atlanta, GA (Correspondent— 
Ed Crawford): \t was a mentor- 
student battle at The Omni as 
WCW World champion Ric Flair 
took on “Flyin’’”’ Brian Pillman, 
the young man he once befriend- 


ed, then later betrayed. 

Pillman started off strong in this 
best-of-three-falls contest. Flair’s 
infamous chops nearly lifted him 
in the air, but Pillman stood up to 
the champion with some hard 
chops of his own. At one point, he 
threw Flair out of the ring and into 
the ringpost, opening up a cut on 
the champ’s head. Pillman domi- 
nated the initial fall, and scored 
the pin with a superb flying 
bodypress. 

After a 30-second rest period, 
fall number two began. Flair ex- 
ploited a Pillman weakness by 
tossing him through the ropes 
and banging his oft-injured left 
shoulder into the ringpost. Unable 
to get back in the ring promptly, 
Pillman was counted out. 

The third and deciding fall was 
the most evenly fought of the 
bout. As usual, though, it was 
Flair’s craftiness that won him the 
match. In covering Pillman for the 
pin, the champion placed both 
feet on the top rope, unbeknownst 
to the referee. Once again, 
Pillman, despite wrestling brilliant- 
ly, had been thwarted. 

In other bouts: WCW TV cham- 
pion Bobby Eaton beat Jacko Vic- 
tory ... Dustin Rhodes defeated 
Terrence Taylor by disqualification 
... Stan Hansen pinned Tommy 
Rich ... Missy Hyatt beat Paul E. 
(Continued on page 56) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially 
credited with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of 
seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve 
the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give ita try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, c/o THE WRESTLER, BOX 48, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


14 


ALPHA FORCE 


Wrestling of the future is wilder and more cosmic than wrestling today! 
Especially when you're playing Champions of the Galaxy Wrestling Game! 
It's wrestling one hundred years in the future . . . with a whole galaxy of 
superstars at your fingertips! 

DO YOU ENJOY FAST WRESTLING ACTION? The GWF (Galaxian Wrestl- 
ing Federation) has got it! Each match takes the time of a real match you'd 
see on TV or in an arena! The action is nonstop, complete with brawls out- 
side the ring, leaps off the turnbuckle, and interference by other wrestlers! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE HEAD PROMOTER OF YOUR OWN FEDERA- 
TION? Look no further! You rank the top contenders for the belts and set up 
spectacular supercards! You can play alone . . . or with friends! 

DO YOU DISLIKE COMPLICATED GAMES? No problem! There's no writ- 
ing or computations! Champions of the Galaxy is realistic, but also easy to 
learn. The action flows quickly using wrestler cards, dice, and action 
charts! 

WHAT DO | RECEIVE? Each edition includes 12 wrestler playing cards 
(NOTE: The first edition features 24 wrestler playing cards) plus an informa- 
tion booklet that describes the wrestlers. The first edition includes every- 
thing you'll need to play the game, like instructions, dice, and action charts. 
Games should be bought in sequence, beginning with the first edition. 


Coming Later This Year. . . 


SUDDEN DEATH 2094! 
It’s the most shocking event in wrestling history, present or future! 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 


IS HERE! 


Go for it! You're the p 

charge! 
For over five 

demanded 


years GWF Promoters h 

more wrestlers to add to the 
seven game editions already 
ere’s no end in sight! Cham- 


pions of the Galaxy j 

y IS the hottest acti 
game of the i et 
vant € 90s! Join today and find out 


= 
: Check the box for the game editions you want to order: I’m convinced! Being a GWF promoter is where it’s at! ; 
i [] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY. First edition. Features Star Warrior. Send the game editions I've marked to: 1 
i $13.00 Total. 
ry INVASION 2088. Features Bishop Hell $10.00 Total. Name I 
i [) INVASION 2089. Features the Galactic Punisher. $10.00 Total. Address 1 
(1 INVASION 2090. Features Cosmic Forces, $10.00 Total. City/State/Zi 
] = y p | 
if LL] WAR GAMES 2091. Features Mayhem. $10.00 Total. : 1 
M 1) WAR GAMES 2092. Features Chaos. $10.00 Total. Mail check and Allow 2-4 weeks for : 
i (1) WAR GAMES 2093. Features Alpha Force. $10.00 Total. coupon to: delivery. 1: 
i BEST DEALS — First-time buyers — Get more for your money Filsinger Games For more information on i 
rl (J 2 game editions for $21 P.O. Box 945 Champions of the Galaxy, i 
] = : seme cee 12 a Jamestown, NY 14702 ~=—Send nt a above address 
ordinations for a free flier. a 
5 pana rane re as FOO a a to tk aka KKK KK dD 
i 0 All 7 game editions for $45 - SAVE $28 New York orders add 7% sales tax. All foreign orders must be paid for in US. | 
5 currency. Overseas orders, add an additional 25% for postage and handling | 


Q: “My question is for Ric Flair: 
Speaking as a seven-time World 
champion and a man who has tak- 
en on all comers, who has been 
your most difficult challenger and 
why?”’—Leanne Davis,  Orrilla, 
Ontario 

A: “First of all, let me say that I’ve 
never met a man I couldn’t han- 
dle,?’ said Flair with predictable 
immodesty. ‘‘Even my most formi- 
dable opponents eventually give in 
to my greatness. The one guy who 
did give me a rough time, though, 
was Rick Steamboat back in 1989, 
He was very quick and had some 
moves that even I hadn’t seen be- 
fore. He beat me a couple of times 
when I first faced him, but after a 
few matches I figured him out and 


jf) | a Ne 

WCW World champion Ric Flair acknowl- 

edges that Rick Steamboat was one of the 

toughest opponents he ever faced. 
made him another one of my 
many victims. More recently, Sting 
gaye me a good match when he 
took my belt last year. The prob- 
lem was that I took him too light- 
ly. After that match, I concentrat- 
ed on beating him. We all know 
what happened at the Meadow- 
lands—I got back my title!’’ 

kK 

Q: ‘I would like to ask Editor-in- 
Chief Craig Peters whether he 
thinks Intercontinental champion 
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This is the monthly feature that 
answers ALL your most important | 
questions about the mat sport, the 

_ stars, and the feuds. Send us your 
most perplexing queries and we'll 
have them answered for you by the 
world’s finest grapplers and most 
insightful mat reporters. Address 
your questions to: YOU ASKED US, 
clo THE WRESTLER, P.O. Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


Curt Hennig should pursue the 
WWF World title. I think he’s very 
capable of becoming champi- 
on.’’—Cheryl Esperancilla, Palm 
Coast, FL 


A: “Theré’s no doubt that ‘Mr. Per- 


fect’ has the ability to challenge for 
any title if he sets his mind to it,” 


lf Curt Hennig went all-out in pursuit of Hulk 
Hogan’s WWF World title, he’d risk losing 
his Intercontinental belt. 


Peters answered. “‘I don’t know 
whether he would take the risk of 
going for the World title, however. 
Right now, Hennig is doing a cred- 
ible job as I-C champion, and 
there’s no real reason for him to 
move on to the World belt. If he 
tries to add another belt, he could 
spread himself too thin and lose 
what he already has. There are so 
many fine wrestlers in the WWF 
that Hennig should be grateful to 
have a title all his own. Hulk Ho- 
gan is a huge obstacle standing in 
Hennig’s way. After battling Davey 
Boy Smith and Kerry Von Erich, 
that’s just too big a risk to take.” 


kK 


Q: “My question is for Barry Wind- 
ham: If you get a shot at Ric 
Flair’s WCW World title now that 
The Four Horsemen have broken 


Barry Windham has no reservations about 
challenging Flair for the WCW World title. 
up, what makes you think you can 
beat him?’’—Dan Curtain, Acton, 
MA 
A: “I didn’t let my time with the 
Horsemen go to waste,’ said 
Windham with a chuckle. “Even 
as I was doing my best—and I 
always did my best—to help Ric 
keep his title, I always kept a close 
eye on him. I watched him real 
(Continued on page 58) 


ORDER THE BEST IN 
WRESTLING VIDEOS NOW!! 


WRESTLEWAR '91 
WAR GAMES WVEW/ 


Two rings completely 
covered by a steel cage! 
Only the strong will 
survive! The WCW 
forces have amassed and 
there is only one solution 
to these rising tensions - 
War Games! A knock- 
down drag out blowout! 
Sting, Lex Luger, Stan 
Hansen, Doom, The 
Steiner Bros., Ric Flair, 
Arn Anderson and many 
more top stars of WCW. 


$39.95/@90 min.Turner 


STARRCADE '90 
COLLISION COURSE 


Sting vs. the Black 
Scorpion! The first ever 
Tag Team Championship 
of the Universe! Lex 
Luger vs, Stan Hansen 
for the U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship. Doom 
vs. Ric Flair & Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min. Turner 


Please send me the following videos: 


Shipping & handling 


MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOL. 7 


Mat fans will experience 
action like never before! 
Get your ringside seat 
for all the spills and 
thrills as Ted DiBiase 
takes on Magnum T.A., 
The Sheepherders & 
Jack Victory meet The 
Fantastics & Terry 
Taylor; and Brett Sawyer 
battles Gustav Mendoza. 


Only limited quantities 
available! 


$39.95/62 min. 
MASTERS OF MAYHEM 


World championship 
wrestling includes outra- 
geous, out-of-control 
headslamming action. 
You'll see Randy Savage, 
Jerry Lawler, Rick Rude, 
The Road Warriors, 
Dutch Manitell, Dirty 
White Boys, The Interns, 
Junkyard Dog, midgets 
and much more! 


$19.95/90 min. 


For Visa & MasterCard orders only call 1-800-729-0360 


Price 


GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH '86 

It was sports history in 
the making, back in the 
summer of '86! High- 
lights include: Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Ric Flair in a 
Steel Cage for the NWA 
World Heavyweight Title; 
The Road Warriors vs. 
The Russians; Baby Doll, 
Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 
T.A. vs. Jim Cornette, 
The Midnight Express 
and Big Bubba; Jimmy 
Valiant vs. Shaska 
Whatley, Magnum T.A. 
vs. Nikita Koloff and 
more! 

Only limited quantities 
available! 

$39.95/@90 min. Turner 


WARLORDS OF THE 
RING 

Randy "Macho Man" Savage 
is locked in a cage of no 
escape with Ronnie Garvin 
for an unbelievable fight! 
Nickolai Volkoff takes on 
King Kong Brody in and out 
of the ring. Angelo Poffo 
manhandles Tony Fable in 
an unforgettable match of 
wrestling know-how and 
power. Also: Pez Whatley 
vs. Chief Don Eagle, Iron 
Mike Sharpe, The Stallion 
and more! 


$19.95/@90 min. 


STARRCADE ‘86 
THE SKYWALKERS 


From the Omni in Atlanta 
and the Greensboro, N.C. 
Coliseum. Highlights 
include: NWA champ Ric 
Flair vs. Nikita Koloff; 
Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a 
scaffold;"First Blood" 
match: Rhodes vs. 
Blanchard, Ron Garvin 
vs. Big Bubba; Rock 'n 
Rolls vs. Anderson ina 
cage; Jones vs. Valiant. 


Only limited quantities 
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O Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make checks 
payable to T.V.Sports Video Inc.) 
Visa or MasterCard # 


Exp. date: month 
Name 


Address 


year 


Apt. # 


TOTAL City State Zip 
(Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape for 
air mail delivery. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL, only NTSC. 
Defective tapes may be returned for a duplicate tape.) 
SEND COMPLETED ORDER TO: T.V.SPORTS VIDEO INC. 
P.O.BOX 1672 


GREENWICH, CT 06836 


1-3 videos - $3.00 
4-7 videos - $6.00 


Sunny Beach enjoys the sun and surf almost as much as he relishes the mayhem of the mat. 
Indeed, Beach wrestles a hectic schedule on the independent circuit. 


NOTHER DAY, ANOTHER 
journey for the well-traveled 
Sunny Beach. The rugged 270- 
pounder had just finished bat- 
tling maniacal Cactus Jack at a 
New York arena, and the ef- 
fects of this violent match were 
all over Beach’s face. The doc- 
tor offered to sew stitches to 
close Beach’s cuts, but the 
wrestler grabbed a box of ban- 
dages and threw on his jacket. 
“No time, doc,’’ said Beach 
as he scurried out the door. “‘l 
got a match in Florida in two 
days.” 

Such is life for this 6’4’’ for- 
mer lifeguard, whose unique 
“surfer’’ image has endeared 
him to the fans. Beach currently 
is one of the most in-demand 
athletes on the independent cir- 
cuit. In the past few months, 
he’s appeared in the UWF, 
IWCCW, IWA, Peach State 
wrestling, and almost every- 
where there’s been an indepen- 
dent card. 

“| love to stay busy,” said 
Beach, a talented six-year vet- 
eran. “Every time | stay in the 
same place for very long, | get 
a little edgy and want to hit the 
road again. But everywhere | 
go, one thing is the same: the 

(Continued on page 60) 


Riding a wave of fan support, popular Sunny Beach is one of the 
busiest competitors in the sport today. If you attend an 
independent card anywhere in the United States, chances are 
Beach will be on it. And the more he travels, the more this fine 


athlete seems to like it! 


Photos by Al Bello & Bill Apter 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about. . . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Injury reports 

Title changes 

Predict 


Plus . . . Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


Ca ® This senice is available on both 
rN rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 


Q: Sid, your sudden decision to leave 
WCW for the WWF comes as 


figure in the wrestling world. It is your something of a surprise. Why are 
on pte you going to the WWF? 
chance to meet wrestling s biggest stars — RES ee gees 
as they answer the questions uppermost in good relationship with you over the 
the fans’ minds past couple of years, so I'll try to 


keep my cool even if your ques- 
tions are pretty dumb. 

Q: What was so stupid about that 
question? 

A: Well, think about what you asked 
me. Look at what’s happened to 
me during the past few months. I 
worked myself as hard as I ever 
have in my life to make myself a 
contender. I beat Lex Luger to 
within an inch of his worthless life, 
and I came within a millimeter of 
winning that U.S. title. When Sting 
was champion, I gave him the 
hardest matches of his title reign. 
But lately, I haven’t seen many title 
opportunities passed my way, and 
I’m frustrated. Stretcher matches 
against Gigante aren’t going to 
bring me any closer to the WCW 
title than I was before. 

Q: Neither will losing to Gigante in 
two minutes and 13 seconds. 

A: Yeah, well, I was distracted. In the 
corner of my eye, I could see One 
Man Gang and Kevin Sullivan near 
the dressing room door, and I just 
knew they were going to get in- 
volved somehow. What business 

Sid Vicious manhandles U.S. champion Lex Luger. Vicious is hoping to be just as dominant did those slugs have sticking their 

against competition like Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, and other WWF competitors. noses in my match? But I guess it 
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doesn’t matter now, because my 
mind is made up. I’m going to the 
WWE, and just wait and see if I 
don’t become the biggest thing to 
hit that federation in years. 


: Literally and figuratively, I’m sure. 


What is it about the WWF that 
made you decide to compete there? 


: Weren’t you listening to me earli- 


er? Like I said before, titles are 
what I’m after right now. It was a 
big disappointment to me when 
Spivey and I didn’t win the WCW 
World tag team title, and you 
know I didn’t get enough chances 
for the World belt. I’m fed up, 
and I’m going to start fresh in the 
WWF. I’m just going to work 
hard, take my matches as they 
come, and I’m sure I'll be a con- 
tender for Hulk Hogan’s WWF 
belt given time. Everybody knows I 
didn’t get my amount of fair shots 
against [Ric] Flair. 


: That desire of yours leads to some 


obvious questions, though. You 
were an important member of The 
Four Horsemen, and it’s widely 
known that you and Flair were 
very close. 


: Sure. We always got along very 


well. 


: Did you ever go to WCW officials 


and ask them for a title match 
against Ric? 


: No, I don’t recall that I ever did 


that. 


: Then how can you be upset that 


SID VICIOUS 


T’S QUITE A reputation, but one that’s been justly earned. Ask any fan—or, for that 
matter, any wrestler—who the most feared man in the sport is. Most likely the person 
will name Sid Vicious. 

And why not? At 6’8”’ and an awesomely muscular 318 pounds, Vicious has spent most of 
the past two years tearing up wrestlers in WCW. From his formation of The Skyscrapers with 
Dan Spivey to his stint as a member of The Four Horsemen to his feud with 7’7” El Gigante, 

Vicious built a reputation as a monster—and relished it. 

Vicious became so sure of his crippling power that he began having a team of paramedics 
accompany him to the ring for every match. More often than not, his injured opponents— 
victims of his crushing power bomb—took rides back to the dressing room on stretchers. 

It’s been Vicious. however, who has been doing the traveling of late. After losing to ' 
Gigante at Super Brawl ’91 on May 19 in St. Petersburg, Florida, the huge rulebreaker an- 
nounced he would soon be entering the WWF. Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke with Vicious 

the day after the pay-per-view event to find out the reason for the big man’s sudden switch of 
JSederations. ; 


Vicious blames his quick loss to 7’7” El Gigante at Super Brawl '91 on the threat of 
interference from One Man Gang and Kevin Sullivan. 


—— 
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you never got a title opportunity 
against Flair? After all, you ran to 
the ring to interfere on Flair’s be-' 
half many times. 

: That’s right, and I was always paid 
very handsomely for it. The thing 
is, though, I earned a chance at 
Flair’s title. My record for most of 
the past seven months was terrific. 
Nobody ever beat me—not Luger, 
not Sting, not anybody. On top of 
that, I was one of the hottest at- 
tractions in WCW, and I knew it. 
Every time I got down on one knee 
and asked the fans to applaud for 
me, they always did. So I was 
bringing the fans out to the arenas. 


Q: I’ve never understood why the fans 


react to you the way they do. 
You're a fine wrestler and as pow- 
erful as anybody I’ve ever seen, 
but your tactics are disgraceful. 


A: Oh, I don’t know about that. 


What did I ever do that was so 
bad? Sure, my power bomb could 
knock the air out of a zeppelin, 
but that’s not an illegal maneuver. 
I can’t help it if the effects are so 
devastating. I’m not that bad of a 
guy, and I think the fans know 
that. 


Q: Now I’ve heard everything. But 


let’s get out of the past and talk 
about the future. The prospects of 
a match between you and Hulk 
Hogan would surely excite a lot of 
fans out there... 


_ 


Vicious particularly despised Gigante 
(above) and Sting (below). Now that he’s in 
the WWF, Sid arrogantly claims he’d have 
no problem defeating Intercontinental cham- 
pion Curt Hennig. 


A: Sure. But they wouldn’t be half as 
excited about it as 7 would. 

Q: And rightfully so. However, Ho- 
gan has a big edge in experience. 
And he displays some pretty astute 
wrestling knowledge from time to 
time. I think the most scientific 
hold you ever used was a choke. 

A: Don’t be so sure about that. Think 
back to my CWA days for a 


minute. Back in ’88, I used to use 
a legdrop from the second rope all 
the time. That’s a pretty devastat- 
ing maneuver for a guy my size, 
and I’m sure it’s much more effec- 
tive than Hogan’s normal legdrop. 
In addition to that, I know a Japa- 
nese sleeperhold that can render 
even the biggest guy helpless. If 
Hogan ever got caught with either 
of those—or in my power bomb— 
he’d be cooked. 


: What about “Mr. Perfect’? Curt 


Hennig? Are you interested in his 
Intercontinental title? 


: Right now, I want any belt that’s 


got some gold on it, Apter. Per- 
sonally, I don’t think that would 
be much of a match at all. 


: Are you serious? Hennig is one of 


the greatest technical masters 


anywhere! 


: Maybe. But like they say, a good 


little man can never beat a good 
big man. What’s Hennig’s weight, 
about 235? That’s no match for 
me. I don’t care what kinds of 
holds he’d try to put on me, they 
just wouldn’t be effective against a 
man of my mass. I’d crush the 
guy, and maybe that would be a 
good starting point for me. I'd 
have to imagine that getting title 
matches against Hennig would be 
easier than those against Hogan. 


: Getting matches against either of 


those champions would probably 
be easier if you hired a manager, 
though. Are you considering join- 
ing forces with any of the WWF 
managers? 


: Actually, I’m not. When I first 


came to WCW, I used Teddy 
Long as my manager. He did pret- 
ty well for me at first, but when I 
suffered my punctured lung back 
in ’89, the little peanut head 
dropped me without saying so 
much as goodbye. I never forgave 
the little runt for doing that, and 
that’s a big reason why I never 
hired a manager after that. Even 
though I’m going to the WWF, I 
still don’t think I want to get a 
manager. I’m an independent per- 


son, after all. Nobody—and I 
mean nobody—tells Sid Vicious 
what to do. I know how to wres- 
tle, and I know which holds will 
win a match for me. Why drain 
away 10 to 30 percent of my in- 
come to have somebody around 
tell me what I already know? I can 
decide who I want to wrestle and 
where I want to do it. Right now, 
all I want to do is get in that ring 
and start winning. 

: What are your opinions on some 
of the other WWF stars you'll 
probably have to face in the com- 
ing months? How about Big 
Bossman? 

: Hey, he’s a great wrestler. I’m real- 
ly impressed with the way he lost 
all that fat to get into fighting trim. 
He’s big and tough, and I’m sure 
he’d give me one hell of a match. 
He’s miles ahead of that other 
stooge they have there, the guy 
dressed in the red Canadian police- 
man’s outfit. 

: You must be talking about The 
Mountie. 

: Yeah, that’s the guy. What a 
wimp! Running around jabbing 
people with a cattle prod is no way 
to win wrestling matches. On my 
worst day, you never saw me use a 
foreign object against anybody. 

: Maybe not a foreign object, but 
you weren’t above using a foreign 
body. V’'ll never forget Barry Wind- 
ham as an impostor Sting at Hal- 
loween Havoc 790. 

: Hey, I had nothing to do with 
that! That was a plot cooked up 
by Flair and Arn [Anderson]! It 
was just another way of them 
keeping me away from the WCW 
title. Well, those days are over, 
’cause I’m outta there. I’m gonna 
be on my own in the WWF, and I 
have a feeling I’m gonna love every 
minute of it. ' 
: I guess all I can do now is thank 
you for the interview and wish you 
lots of luck. 

: The interview was cool, but you 
can keep your luck. I’m one guy 
who makes his own. i) 
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Yourself If You Miss It! 


23 


Wresiler 


SPOT 
LIGHT 


Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 
highlights in the action-packed careers 

of the sport’s greatest stars, culled from 

the most extensive photographic archives 
anywhere in the wrestling world! 


STEVE KEIRN 


th 


OR LONGTIME FANS of the 

sport, Steve “Gator’’ Keirn is best 
known as a tag team wrestler, a mem- 
ber of The Fabulous Ones along with 
Stan Lane. But Keirn is also an out- 
standing singles competitor who has 
held the PWF Florida title since July 
1989. 

“Yeah, almost two years. I guess 
that is pretty long,” Keirn said modest- 
ly, “but I never think about it much, I 
just go out there and defend the belt 
the best way I know how. Whenever 
you hold a title, you have to go day by 
day with it.” 

However, Keirn may have forfeited 
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the Florida title by the time you read 
this. At press time, “‘Gator’’ was ex- 
pected to sign with the WWF. It 
would be his first tour of duty with 
that federation. 

“On May 13, I lost a loser-leaves- 
USWA match to Tom Prichard,” 
Keirn said, “and I only lost because of 
Eric Embry’s interference. The stipula- 
tion was that I had to leave for 30 
days. Well, I don’t want to wait 
around that long, especially when I 
didn’t lose honestly. I have to look out 
for my career.” 

In Keirn’s recent career, his and 
Lane’s reunion as The Fabulous Ones 


started off well: They won the USWA 
tag team title from Doug Gilbert and 
Tony Anthony. But the reunion fal- 
tered when the Fabs’ manager, Jim 
Cornette, insisted that Keirn become 
more of a rulebreaker. 

“T hooked up with Stan again for 
Stan’s sake, not for Cornette’s,”’ Keirn 
said emphatically. “T thought it would 
be fun to see if we could do it again. 
Turned out we hadn’t lost a step. Af- 
ter we won those belts, I thought we 
were well-established as a team. 

“Then Cornette tried to take too 
much control,” Keirn continued. ‘“‘T 
never trusted him, but Stan said he 
was okay and that was okay with me. 
But it was becoming obvious to me 
that I couldn’t let myself be led around 
by that guy.” 

Keirn’s final match as a Fabulous 
One was a losing effort to Al Perez 
and Buddy Landell on May 18 in Phil- 
adelphia. The Fabs had been declared 
the winners when Lane pinned Perez, 
but the referee reversed the decision 
when the fans informed him that 
Cornette had hit Perez with the tennis 
racket. 

“That was the last straw,” Keirn 
said. “T got fed up with Jim’s constant 
interference. I felt kind of bad about 
parting ways with Stan, but it was 
something I had to do.” 

On the facing page, The Wrestler is 
proud to ‘Spotlight’? some of the 
highlights from Keirn’s magnificent 18- 
year career. Oo 


May 1981: This bout in Florida was one of 
Keirn’s finest efforts against former WCW (then 
NWA) World champion Dory Funk Jr. 


March 1981: Long before Ted DiBiase was the 
“Million-Dollar Man,” Keirn made him feel like 
two cents. 


December 1974: Keirn slams Ter- 
ry Garvin, a rival from his early 
days in Georgia. 


Pee 


July 1981: Former World champ Har- November 1990: One of Keirn’s more difficult PWF February 1991: After The Fabulous Ones re- 
ley Race ends up on the wrong end _ title defenses came against fellow fan favorite united, Keirn locked up with Eddie Gilbert, 
of a Keir piledriver. “Lightning” Lou Perez. who first opposed him in the mid-’80s. 
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DR. TOM 
PRICHARD 


W 


Each month 
THE WRESTLER’S panel of experts 
will offer their candid opinions of one 


= of wrestling’s stars. Whether an up-and- coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


O ts. 
as es ot he 


All the X-Ray” panelists agree that Dr. Tom Prichard (struggling to prevent Jeff Jarrett from tagging out to Robert Fuller) has a 
lot of natural talent, but they disagree over the way he uses that ability. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“Sure, this guy’s got a lot of talent, but 
his attitude makes me blow my cookies, 
daddy. He has as much natural talent as 
anyone |’ve ever seen, but he prefers to 
hang around with that sneak-attacking, 
no-good shiftless bum, Eric Embry. And 
what’s he a ‘doctor’ of, anyway? Tomfool- 
ery? In my managing days, Prichard’s the 
kind of guy | would’ve had in my stable— 
that tells you how cowardly and devious 
he is. Put his brain in a parakeet, it'd fly 
backward.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The 
Guiding Light,’’ has guided 13 tag teams to 
an unmatched 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. 


LARRY HENNIG 

“I'm really impressed with the way Prich- 
ard just walked into the USWA and took 
over the federation right from the get- 
go—and was smart enough to know he 
couldn’t do it alone. When | was in my 
early years, Harley Race was my tag part- 
ner. Wherever he went, | was right there. 
Sure enough, we dominated the AWA, 
and won the tag title three times. Prichard 
chose Eric Embry as his partner, and he 
couldn’t have made a better choice. What 
a great pair!” 

ee eS SS eee 
Larry “The Ax’ Hennig is a four-time for- 
mer AWA World tag team champion; he 
held three of those titles with Harley Race, 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“You have to admire a wrestler who's 
pretty small, but nonetheless works his 
way into status as one of the most feared 
guys around. Hell, everybody's bigger 
than Prichard—he’s about 510”, 230 
pounds—but I’ve seem his take out guys 
300 pounds and heavier. How does he 
do it? He’s got something called ‘fighting 
heart,’ which most of the musclebound 
pretty boys that populate the sport today 
will never have. No wonder Embry and 
Prichard dominate the USWA.” 


SE EE ee, 
Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic 
rulebreakers in the sport’s history, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“Prichard thinks that by sneak-attacking 
and breaking every rule imaginable he’s 
getting away with something, but he’s 
only robbing himself. Tom looks really 
young, but he’s a 13-year veteran of the 
mat. During his early years, he did him- 
self proud. He took on both young and 
old in the Southwest, and he had a lot of 
success. But a couple years ago in the 
CWF, he went sour, and for the life of me 
| don’t understand why. The man really 
confuses me.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six 
times during his fabulous 50-year career. 
Many consider him the greatest all-round 
wrestler in history. 


“I’ve seen Prichard stick a piece of metal 
on his boot and kick Jeff Jarrett in the 
face. I’ve seen him grab a piece of 
barbed wire and rake it right across Eddie 
Gilbert’s nose. I’ve seen him blast Jerry 
Lawler with brass knucks, hurl him from 
the ring, and choke him with a wooden 
chair. Would | use such tactics? Never! 
But Prichard does something really impor- 
tant: He always stands up tall and proud 
for the great state of Texas. How can | 
complain about that?” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World cham- 
pionship from 1969 to 1973. He still wres- 
tles from time to time. 


JIM ROSS 

“Prichard obviously prefers being a big 
fish in a small pond. Sure, his name is on 
everybody’s lips in Tennessee and Texas, 
but he’s becoming famous for all the 
wrong reasons. When’s the last time 
Prichard scored a clean pin without the 
help of Embry or his manager, Tojo Ya- 
mamoto? Prichard knows as much tech- 
nical wrestling as anyone, but if he was 
smart he’d take advantage of that instead 
of settling for all the disputed decisions 
he gets.” 


Jim Ross ranks among the sport's most 
respected television commentators. He is 
the host of World Championship Wres- 
tling on SuperStation TBS. 
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By Bob Smith 


wees Eclcie Gilbert's Sadistic Vow: 


the front desk of Philadelphia's 
University of Pennsylvania Hospital. 
After dealing with several emergency 
calls, the harried receptionist quickly 
grabbed the receiver when the 
switchboard rang again, but there 
was no voice on the other end—just 
desperate, heavy panting. 

“Hello, is anyone there?” asked 
the bewildered receptionist. ‘Are 
you too ill to speak, sir?” There was 
still no answer on the other end. 

“Sir, do you have an emergency?” 
asked the worried receptionist. 
“Should | send an ambulance out to 
your location?” 

“Naw, not just yet,” laughed the 
deep voice. “I’m Cactus Jack, the 
wrestler. You ever heard o’ me?” 

“No, | haven't, sir,” said the recep- 
tionist, who was considering transfer- 
ring the call to the psychiatric wing. 
“Just what is it that you want?” 

“| want to reserve a bed for a guy 
named Eddie Gilbert,” said the wres- 
tler, breathing even heavier now. “'! 
have a barbed-wire match against 
him in about an hour, and I’m going 
to send him out of the Philly Civic 
Center in an ambulance. Yeah, babe, 
there’s gonna be blood tonight—/ots 
of it! Hal” 

“We don’t make reservations for 
anybody,” said the receptionist. 
“Please don’t call here again.” With 
that, the receptionist cut the caller 
off and switched to another line. 

Is it any wonder why Eddie Gilbert 
despises Cactus Jack with such pas- 
sion? The wanton depravity “Hot 
Stuff” displays against Cactus har- 
kens back to the craven Gilbert that 
fans knew only seven months ago. 
At that point, top on Gilbert’s re- 
sume of cruelty was an attempt to 
run Jerry Lawler down with his 
automobile! 

Gilbert has come to terms with his 
status in the sport since then, and 
the young veteran has shocked his 
peers by becoming a fan favorite in 
the USWA. However, take him out [uae 
of his element—and put him in the Flues 
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"IF CAN'T 
BEAT CACTUS 
JACK, I'L 
LEED HIM 

DRY!" 


ber ar cuthaiby on Eddie Gilbert has earned his status as one 
the barbed wire (left). 


Gilbert throws Cactus of the sport’s most popular stars. But put 
(onset cao him in a ring with wildman Cactus Jack, 
eae § and “Hot Stuff” becomes as evil as ever. 
Indeed, his actions against the maniacal 


New Mexican are downright horrifying! 


ring with Cactus—and you'd never maniac and a masochist. He'd do 
know he had undergone a change of anything to hurt his opponents. And 
attitude. after what that dirtbag did to me the 
“1 guess I've changed, and I’m last time we met, | asked for a spe- 
better off for it,’ said Gilbert. cial match so | could do away with 
“Whenever | see that idiot Jack, that slimeball.’” 
though, something inside me just | The match Gilbert is referring to 
Photos by Al Bello snaps. He’s not a wrestler, he’s a took place on March 2 in Philadel- 
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phia for the Tri-State Wrestling Alli- 
ance. That was when Gilbert and 
Cactus engaged in an_ incredible 
“falls count anywhere in the build- 
ing” match. The no-disqualification 
contest was a shocking display of 
raw, unbridled violence. 

Jack smashed Gilbert with a flying 
elbowdrop that landed nearly 20 feet 
away from the ring. Gilbert 
backflipped Cactus on a ringside ta- 
ble. Jack rocked. Gilbert with a dan- 
gerous sunset flip from the ring 
apron to the floor. Gilbert nearly 
snapped Jack’s neck with a “hot- 
shot” suplex on the steel ring railing. 
When Jack scored an illegal pin after 
bashing Gilbert in the head with a 
shoe, Gilbert had a stern demand 
for Tri-State President Joel Goodhart: 

“| want a barbed-wire match 
against this idiot! | want Cactus 
where he can’t run away from me. 
He beat me tonight, but you call that 
a victory? Well, next time, if | can’t 
beat this lunatic, at least | can bleed 
him dry!” 

That's exactly what Gilbert tried to 
do during the rematch. Cactus made 
his way to ringside first, but was at- 
tacked by a shovel-wielding Gilbert. 
Instantly, a brawl throughout the 
stands began, which delayed the 
start of the actual bout for several 
minutes. After the weary combatants 
made their way to the ring, the sa- 
dism began in earnest. 
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Gilbert was the first to bleed (above), but it didn’t take long for Cactus’ face to become a sticky 
red mask (below). Despite the potential for violence, Gilbert wanted this match badly. 


« 
. . 


Within minutes, both men were 
horribly bloody after raking each 
other's faces on the sharp barbs. Af- 
ter Cactus opened several more cuts 
on Gilbert’s face and arms, Gilbert 
knew he needed to take desperate 
measures. As Jack pounded Eddie in 
the corner, he pushed referee Joe 
Zanolle out of the way. When the 
arbiter hit the mat, Gilbert unleashed 
a huge fireball into Jack’s face. 

Lusting to do away with his foe, 
Gilbert picked the screaming Cactus 
off the mat and tried to hurl him 
over the top rope. As Jack soared 
through the air, he grabbed the top 
rope to try to prevent his fall. An 
instant later, his head and neck were 
caught between the top and second 
ropes, both of which were wrapped 
‘ : in the sharp wire! 

Even when Jack caught his face and neck in the wire, Gilbert would not let up on him (above). With every movement, Jack was 
Cactus’ fiancee assesses the damage wreaked in this bloodfest (below). imperiled even more. If he tried to 
? ~ 7 ' pull himself out, the barbs cut into 

: his hands. If he moved his head, the 

wire sliced open his face and neck. 

“Stop it!” screamed a_ frantic 
Goodhart at ringside. “Stop this 
match! Call it a no-contest. This 
guy's life is in danger!’ 

The timekeeper rang the bell, but 
the crazed Gilbert was making a bad 
situation worse. When Zanolle tried 
to stop him, Gilbert piledrived the 
helpless referee. Gilbert continued 
to pound away at the wailing Jack 
until several wrestlers ran to the ring 
to stop the carnage. Even as Cactus 
was being carted away from the ring, 
he could be heard to state that he 
wanted a rematch. 

Ironically, it was Cactus that end- 
ed up in a hospital that evening, suf- 
fering from more than 30 lacerations 
on his upper body. In the locker 
room, reporters asked a bandaged 
but joyous Gilbert what kind of stip- 
ulations he wanted for his next 
match with Cactus. 

“How about 20 paces at dawn?” 
asked Gilbert with a sly smile. 

From the look on his face—and 
his actions in the “match” just com- 
pleted—they could tell that he meant 
every hate-filled word. O 
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THE LEGION OF DOOM: 
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By Craig Peters 


LOT CAN happen in five years. 
Wars come and go. Walls come 
tumbling down. Nations are reborn. 
And a four-time Pro Wrestling II- 
lustrated Tag Team of the Year 


slips into obscurity. 

Okay, not exactly obscurity. After 
all, the WWF is the most visible 
federation in the world, and The 
Legion of Doom is one of the 
WWF’s most potent tag team 
forces. 


ae 
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The Legion of Doom was expected to do more against The Nasty Boys than beat them by 


countout; many expected them to quickly win the Nastys’ WWF World tag team title. 


MENT 


Still, as one watches Hawk and 
Animal feud with The Nasty Boys, 
there seems to be something 
missing. 

@ 

As The Road Warriors, Hawk and 
Animal captured Tag Team of the 
Year honors in 1983, 1984, 1985, 
and 1988. In 1989 and 1990, 
critics lined up to proclaim that the 
face-painted powerhouses has lost 
their killer instinct. 

In 1991, The Legion of Doom 
appears to be a hair’s breadth away 
from the WWF World tag team ti- 
tle—and a world away from the ac- 
claim that rained down upon them 
just a few years ago. 

“Yeah, I've been following Hawk 
and Animal since they broke in 
back in 1983,’’ said Steve Fuller, 
who watched the Legion beat the 
Nastys by countout in Pittsburgh 
recently. ‘‘! have to tell you, | was 
excited as hell when they came to 
the WWF. | mean, it seemed like 
the big step to take, you know? But 
| look at them today, and they’re 
just not as fearsome, you know 
what |’m talking about? | mean, 
come on! Orange pads and spikes? 
They look like they just came from 
a Halloween party, not the gutters 
of Chicago!”’ 

‘‘Five or six years ago, there was 
a mystique about Hawk and Ani- 
mal,’’ said Glen Hargrove, who at- 
tended a recent WWF television 
taping in Rockford, Illinois. ‘‘They 
were unquestionably awesome. 
There wasn’t another team in the 
sport like them. They'd go to a 
WCW TV taping in Atlanta like the 
WWF had here tonight and blow 
away the competition in a matter of 


(Continued on page 62) 


Hawk and Animal are feuding with The 
Nasty Boys, but the matches have not lived 
up to the expectations of The Legion of 
Boom’s longtime fans. What went wrong with 
wrestiing’s most brutal team? 


Sting & Luger v 
HOW THEIR 


their solid | 
relationships were on shaky 
_ ground. Then Nikita Koloff got into 
_ the act and, with one vicious swing, 
| saved a four-way friendship - 


Photos by Bill Apter 
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SURVIVED THE 


_ At Super Brawl ’91, Rick and Scott | 
_ Steiner went atithardandrough 
| _ against Sting and Lex Luger. For a_ 

time, it seemed their 


Sting and Lex Luger 
had their moments of 
domination over the 
WCW World tag team 
champions, as Sting 
gets Rick Steiner in a 
backbreaker (top left), 
Luger blasts Rick with 
aclothesline (above), F 
and Sting leaps at Rick iar ¥ 
over the top rope ‘ 
(right). 


s. The Steiners: | 


FRIENDSHIPS 
MOST BRUTAL 


By Kostya Kennedy 


HE BATTLE WAS so fierce and 

so intense, it didn’t seem any rela- 
tionship could bridge the gap between 
the two fighting sides. Four men—four 
friends—were involved in a grueling 
tag team match that appeared destined 
to ruin four friendships simutaneously. 


THE YEAR 


When Rick and Scott Steiner shook 
hands with Sting and Lex Luger prior 
to their tag team bout at Super Brawl 
91, fans might have worried that the 
respect and good feelings between the 
teams would dampen the intensity of 
the match. No way. 

From the opening bell, these teams 
went at it with a vengence. Four of the 


Scott Steiner drops the ‘‘Stinger” on his back (left) and suplexes him off 
the second tumbuckle (above). These men went at it like bitter enemies. 


most talented wrestlers in the world 
were displaying the best they had to 
give, and no one was holding back. 
‘“Wow, that was some match,’’ said 
Dustin Rhodes, who pinned Terrence 
Taylor earlier on the card. “‘I felt like 
a little kid when I was watching it. I 
wasn’t really rooting for either team, I 
just wanted to see some great wres- 
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Scott flips Luger to the mat (right). 
Sting wallops Scott with a “Stinger 
splash’ (far right). 


tling, and I sure wasn’t disappointed. 
The fan in me totally came out; that 
match reminded me of why I love 
wrestling in the first place.” 

Indeed, most of these athletes’ finer 
points were on display. Each team 
flaunted its scientific knowhow and 
stunned onlookers with power moves. 
Clotheslines from the ropes, stunning 
suplex variations, lightning-fast leg 
sweeps—all that, and much, much 
more. At one point late in the match, 
Sting actually reversed Scott’s piledriver 
attempt to deliver one of his own! 
Things were getting decidely rough, 
and the heat was on both teams. 

Then, suddenly, chaos broke out. 
Sting was overpowering Scott when 
Rick ran entered the ring to stop a pin 


hy 


face with his chain (right). 
36 


The rearse ducks for cover as Luger and —_ battle on the 
arena floor (above). Nikita Koloff interferes, hitting Sting in the 


count. As referee Randy Anderson di- 
rected Rick out of the ring, Luger 
charged in, knocking Anderson and 
Rick off the apron. As Lex and Rick 
began fighting at ringside, Sting tamed 
Scott with the ‘Stinger splash’’ inside 
the ring, then clamped on the ‘‘Scorpi- 
on deathlock.”’ 

Surely this meant the end of the re- 
spective friendships among these wres- 
tlers. A man can take only so much 
punishment from a friend before the 
relationship cracks from the strain. 
Fights among buddies or brothers are 
hardly unusual, but this was no fight. 
This was a war. 

“J was always impressed at how 
some wrestlers are able to go at it so 
hard and still maintain a friendship 


when the match is over,” said Bobby 
Reynolds, a Super Brawl ringsider. “‘ 
remember when Ultimate Warrior 
pinned Hulk Hogan. That was such a 
ferocious match, but when it was over 
Hogan was right there holding up 
Warrior’s arm in triumph. 

“But this was an even fiercer match. 
I mean, Rick and Luger were wailing 
on each other non-stop, and Sting and 
Scott didn’t seem to care about hurting 
one another. I was sure they would be 
enemies when the final bell rang!”’ 

That may well have been the case, if 
not for Nikita Koloff. That’s right, the 
dastardly, devilish Koloff, known for 
creating rifts and tensions wherever he 
goes, was personally responsible for 
saving a four-way fan favorite 


friendship! 

Luger had returned to the apron 
when Koloff raced out of the locker 
room bearing a chain. He headed to- 
ward Luger, but an alert Sting pushed 
his teammate out of the way, thereby 
absorbing the full impact of Koloff’s 
chain with his own face. Bloodied, 
Sting fell to the mat. Scott was woozy, 
but he managed to crawl on top of 
Sting for the pin. 

Yet when it was over, the Steiners 
hardly rejoiced in victory. The main 
concern was for Sting and the painful, 
underhanded blow he had been dealt. 

“‘We’re not about to give back the 
victory or anything,’’ Scott said, ‘“‘but 
I do feel bad that it had to happen the 
way it did. I’m just glad Sting wasn’t 
seriously hurt. He’s a great wrestler 
and a great man. Koloff’s actions were 
totally unfair and totally uncalled for.”’ 

“It’s hard enough to go up against a 
team like the Steiners without having 
Koloff get in the way,’’ said Sting, 
who brawled with Koloff in the 
Bayfront Center’s outer corridor after 
match. “‘I like to think we would have 
won if it wasn’t for Koloff. The 
Steiners sure know what they’re doing, 
though. I felt like we were taking on 
an army in there.” 

But suppose Koloff hadn’t stepped 
in. Suppose Sting and Scott had con- 
tinued to beat each other to a pulp. 
Suppose Lex and Rick had rekindled 


Scott covers Sting for the pin (above), ending this incredible encounter. In the locker room, 
Luger assesses the damage done to his friend (below) 


their skirmish outside the ropes. Would 
these teams still speak so well of one 
another? Or would their relationships 
have been shattered by the force of so 
many blows? 

“Tt was getting ugly in there, there’s 
no doubt about it,” Luger said. “I 
don’t know how far things would have 
gone, but we were all pretty into it. I 
don’t know. If it had gone any fur- 


ther, maybe our friendships would 
have suffered.” 


Instead, these four continue to form 
a nucleus of goodwill at the forefront 
of the WCW tag team title picture. 
And the incredible thing is that the 
man responsible for keeping those 
friendships intact is Nikita Koloff. 

This bad guy did good, even though 
he didn’t mean it. O 
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COLD HEART, 
WARM RECEPTION: 


WHY WOULD 
THE FANS 
CHEER THE * 
UNDERTAKER? 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


Inexplicably, WWF fans are 
rallying behind the bizarre and 
brutal Undertaker, lending 
their cheers to his ghoulish 
campaign of terror. But what 
exactly are they cheering—and 
why? 
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IFE’S GREATEST MYSTERY is 

death. Volumes have been written 
about it. Religions are based upon it. 
Wise men have spoken about it and 
fools have feared it. And, yet, we still 
know nothing about it. 

What does death feel like? What 
happens after death? What is nothing- 
ness? Does one maintain a semblance 
of consciousness after death? Is there 


life after death? These questions have 
been asked for millions of years, but 
they have never been answered. 

People know they don’t want it. An- 
imals naturally fear it. Some people 
worship it. That, perhaps, is death’s 
scariest aspect of all. 

Those who worship death are the 
most mysterious of all people. Why 
would they worship this concept of 


The Ultimate Warrior is one of the most 
popular athletes in the WWF, but when The 
Undertaker attacks him, a lot of fans cheer. 
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nothingness, this unknown and un- 


knowable thing of finality? Perhaps 
they have seen the other side and be- 
lieve that they know what awaits us 
there. Perhaps they have the answers 
to all of our questions about death. 
Maybe that’s why suddenly, inexpli- 
cably, and so disturbingly, WWF fans 
have been cheering The Undertaker. 
Maybe they see in him the answers to 
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Some fans may be cheering Undertaker be- 
cause of the manner in which he has han- 
died the Warrior. If they hate him, they at 
least respect his ability. 


all of our questions, the explanations 
and relief of all our darkest fears. 

Or maybe the whole world has gone 
crazy. 

There is no doubting the fact that 
The Undertaker has his fans. Despite 
his cruelty, despite that horrible inci- 
dent in which he locked The Ultimate 
Warrior inside an airtight casket, The 
Undertaker is often cheered and the 
Warrior is often booed. 

Enter Dr. Sidney M. Basil, wrestling 
psychologist. Maybe he has some an- 
swers to this mystery. 

“There is a section of our culture, 
call it a subculture, if you will, that 
actually worships death,” Dr. Basil said. 
“In fact, that subculture comprises a 
very small percentage of the popula- 
tion, perhaps 1/1000 of one percent, 
so that can’t be the answer to our 
question. I would estimate that at the 
average WWF card, at least three-fifths 
of the crowd is cheering for The Un- 
dertaker, and that’s when he’s wres- 
tling the massively popular Warrior. If 
he’s wrestling anyone else, the level is 
probably closer to four-fifths.” 

But why? Several opinions have 
been advanced, ranging from The Un- 
dertaker’s raw power to his air of mys- 
tery that has nothing to do with his 
embracing of death. People are simply 
fascinated by mysterious people: that 
dark-haired man with the dark sun- 
glasses, that raven-haired woman who 
closely guards her personal life. Our 
natural curiosity causes us to find these 
people appealing. 

“There’s another side to The Un- 
dertaker, too,” said WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard. “Wrestling, of course, 
has its sporting side and its entertain- 
ment side. In no other sport do these 
sides mix as they do in wrestling. 
Wrestlers are permitted to express 
themselves like no other athletes. They 
can wear costumes into the ring and 
take on different personalities. 

“The Undertaker has found an un- 
tapped sense of expression,” Pilliard 
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Undertaker’s appeal could be partially based 
on people’s fascination with death. 


Warrior looks for inspiration before attempt- 


continued. “He’s doing something no 
other wrestler has done before. I think, 
at first, people were scared of him, but 
now they're fascinated by him. He’s 
taken cruelty—both physical and psy- 
chological—to a new level. When he 
locked the Warrior in a casket, he 
touched upon people’s feelings. He's 
made people think, and he’s captured 
their imaginations.” 

There are those who feel that The 
Undertaker has even made some fans 
feel more comfortable about death. If 
The Undertaker has, indeed, seen the 
other side, or believes that he’s been 
contacted by something from the other 
side, perhaps he does not fear the 
darkness of death. Maybe there is 
nothing to fear. 

“That is also a possibility,” Dr. Basil 
said. “That is where the concept of 
heaven comes into play. People want 
to know that death is not bad, that it 
is not the end, that there is something 
good on the other side to—well, to 
look forward to. In a very strange 
roundabout way, The Undertaker 
might reassure people.” 

Or, perhaps most simply of all, The 
Undertaker is being cheered because 
he is a massive, powerful, awe-inspiring 
wrestling juggernaut. Fans may not like 
seeing their favorites steamrolled by a 
more powerful foe, but they can’t help 


ing to put his enemy in a body bag. 


As Paul Bearer watches gleefully from ring- 
side, Undertaker places Warrior, who is 
nearly unconscious, in the body bag. 


but respect—and cheer—that foe’s 
abilities. 

Still, this is not a valid reason to 
cheer such a man. He is the embodi- 
ment of evil. He breaks the rules. He 
acts upon opponents’ fears, not their 
skills as a wrestler. Paul Bearer, his 
manager, is also an evil man. The 
WWE was wrong to give them a forum 


on its TV broadcasts. 

Instead of cheering The Undertaker, 
fans should call for his banishment. 
There is room for entertainment in 
wrestling, but there is no room for 
exposing and capitalizing on the dark 
side of men’s souls that Undertaker 
lays bare. 

But the cheering for The Undertak- 
er goes on. There are explanations for 
it, but none of them are acceptable. 

The cheering must stop. O 
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Bobby Eaton resists Arn Anderson’s attempted leglock 
(above) en route to the WCW TV title (left). 


NDS ARE OFTEN begin- 

nings. The earth revolves ina 
circle around the sun and rotates 
itself on an axis. People’s lives do 
not go in straight lines; as Harry 
Chapin sang, “All my life’s a cir- 
cle...” 

The end of The Midnight Ex- 
press was the beginning of a new 
life for Bobby Eaton. There’s no 
way he could have realized that at 
the time. But when Jim Cornette 
broke up Eaton and Stan Lane 
following a dispute with WCW offi- 
cials, Eaton started a new phase 
of his career. 

It was the first day of the rest of 
his life. 


Beautiful’ Bobby was able to 
overcome Anderson’s superior 
mat attack. 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


“Things have worked out far 
beyond my wildest dreams,” Ea- 
ton said. “I! was really down when 
the Midnights broke up. Stan and 
| were a great team, and | en- 
joyed working with Cornette, but | 
guess there’s a reason for every- 
thing. | think that with what I’ve 
done, there’s a lesson for us all: 
Just when things look darkest, 
light is just around the corner.” 

Perhaps that’s not true of every 
wrestler. After all, not every wres- 
tler has Eaton’s vast talents and 
determination. With The Midnight 
Express, it was suspected that 
Eaton could be a talented singles 
wrestler. Now that he’s WCW TV 


champion, there is no doubt. 

Eaton’s victory over Arn Ander- 
son—a true benchmark in his ca- 
reer—came during WCW’s May 
19 Super Brawl pay-per-view card 
at the Bayfront Center in St. Pe- 
tersburg, Florida. It was a clean 
victory, unlike many of his wins 
with the Midnights, and may have 
been a _ springboard to future 
greater victories. 

“| have no doubt that this is 
only the beginning,” Eaton said. 
“| fought hard to get to this point, 
and |’m going to fight even harder 
to get to the next level, be it the 
U.S. title or the World title. 
Wouldn’t that be something? For- 


The breakup of The Midnight Express was the best thing that ever 
happened to Bobby Eaton. Now he’s the WCW TV champion, and he 
has every right to be proud of his wonderful achievement! 


Photos by Bill Apter & Stu Saks 


The former member of The Midnight Express pursued Anderson relentlessly (above). Am got 
a two-count on this pin attempt (below), the closest he would come to winning. 
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mer World tag team champion be- 
comes World singles champion?” 

It's been done before, by men 
such as Dusty Rhodes, Rick 
Steamboat, and Ric Flair. It 
would, indeed, be a remarkable 
achievement by Eaton, a man 
whose career has been filled with 
remarkable achievements. 

Eaton and Lane were the first 
tag team to hold the WCW World 
and U.S. tag team titles simulta- 
neously. Eaton also held the 
World tag team title with his for- 
mer partner, Dennis Condrey. 
When Condrey left the Midnights 
and Lane came in, Eaton retained 
the continuity of the team. He 
made Lane feel like he was part 
of a proven formula, and he was. 

But it all seemed to lead up to 
May 19 in St. Petersburg. When 
Anderson said, “Eaton’s just a 
tag wrestler,” Eaton vowed to 
prove him wrong. 

“| knew he was wrong, but | 
think the fans, the experts, and 
certainly the other wrestlers had 


some doubts,” Eaton said. ‘This 


Eaton mounts the top turnbuckle to execute the legdrop that will earn him the pin and the championship. 
No longer will Eaton be known solely as a tag team wrestler. 


was more than a matter of win- 
ning a title. It was a matter of 
pride. This was probably the most 
important match of my career, be- 
cause | knew there might not be 
another chance.” 

Eaton made the most of his op- 
portunity. Eaton limped noticeably 
throughout the match after Ander- 
son spent the early portions work- 
ing on his left leg. Anderson then 
caught Eaton in a_ spinebuster 
slam and covered him for a two- 
count. 

“Even then, | never thought | 
was in trouble,” Eaton said. 
“When you're so intent on win- 
ning, losing can never cross your 
mind.” 

The match turned when Ander- 
son attempted a flying axhandle 
from the second rope. Eaton 
caught Anderson with a hard right 
to the stomach, then delivered a 
neckbreaker and a_ bodyslam. 
Next, Eaton went in for the kill 
with a stunning legdrop from the 
top rope. 

“That had to be a part of my 
victory,”’ Eaton said. “You dance 
with the one who brought you, 
and that legdrop’s been with me 


throughout my career. It’s never 
failed me, and it didn’t then.” 

Actually, Eaton nearly didn’t 
have a chance to deliver the 
legdrop. Barry Windham, Ander- 
son’s partner, came to ringside 
when it appeared Anderson was 
in trouble. But Brian Pillman 
caught up with Windham and 
neutralized Anderson’s impending 
advantage. 

“Bobby’s worked so hard for 
this and Windham was getting 
ready to take it away in his usual 
fashion—by cheating,” Pillman 
said. “Bobby wrestled a brave 
match and he deserved the 
chance to put Anderson away 
without Windham’s interference.” 

He did. Eaton connected on the 
legdrop, covered Anderson for the 
pin, and got the three-count. It 
was a wonderful moment; another 
highlight for Eaton’s bulging 
scrapbook. 

“I’m proud of what I’ve done,” 
Eaton said. “People told me that 
I’m strictly a tag team wrestler, 
and | proved otherwise. Beating 
Anderson, who’s a great singles 
wrestler, was a_ tremendous 
achievement. | think this all goes 


back to an attitude I’ve always 
had about wrestling: You work 
your hardest, you throw your best 
at them, and the best things usu- 
ally happen.” 

The best thing has now hap- 
pened to the TV title, which has 
become the property of a man 
who is proud of the belt he wears. 
Anderson rarely defended the TV 
title. Eaton plans to defend it as 
often as possible. 

“That's the whole idea of being 
champion,” Eaton said. ‘‘You’re 
not really champion if you never 
wrestle. Anderson clearly didn’t 
do the right thing, but I’m going to 
bring honor to this belt ... until, 
of course, it’s time to wear a dif- 
ferent one. That’s only a matter of 
time, too.” 

Time has been good to Bobby 
Eaton. It healed the devastation of 
the breakup of the Midnights. It 
made him learn to be an out- 
standing singles wrestler. And 
now Eaton is having the time of 
his life. He showed he could be 
what he always knew he could 
be. 

He is proud, and he has a right 
to be. O 
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December 1981 
NICK BOCKWINKEL vs. TITO SANTANA 


OU DON’T HEAR me giving 

many WWF wrestlers much lip 
service these days. That’s mainly be- 
cause I never know what to call these 
bozos anymore. 

Jacques Rougeau? Who? These 
days, the Canadian star bills himself as 
The Mountie, and his ring attire makes 
him look like a reject from a casting 
call of a big-screen, live-action version 
of Dudley Do-Right. 

Rick Steamboat? Well, kind of. The 
TV announcers still mention that he’s 
Steamboat, but the ring announcer 
proclaims that he’s The Dragon. The 
guy even breathes fire! Color commen- 
tator Bobby Heenan threw off a funni- 
er line than I could come up with 
about this ridiculous situation a few 
weeks ago: After watching Steamboat 
breathe fire, he proclaimed that the 
former WCW champ ‘‘must’ve been a 
dinner guest at Mama Santana’s house 
again.” 

Which brings me to one of the few 
WWF stars I’ve always admired, Tito 
Santana. He’s watched most of his 
contemporaries fly back and forth 
46 


Tito Santana struggles to escape from Nick Bockwinkel’s clutches. A fine competitor with a 
quiet demeanor, Santana has been remarkably successful in his 16-year career. 


work over Bockwinkel’s legs (above) and 
arms (right). Santana would go on to score 
a pinfall in this match, but Bockwinkel’s 
AWA title was not on the line at the time. 


from federation to federation, chang- 
ing names and styles at the drop of a 
hat. But Santana has remained the 
same, steady competitor he’s always 
been. He never had a mascot, a man- 
ager, or even a fancy ring jacket. He 
just jumps in the ring, politely waves 
to the fans, and wins. 

He’s also been one of the most suc- 
cessful WWE stars I can think of. In 
1979, grizzled Polish strongman Ivan 
Putski teamed with Santana to win the 
WWE World tag team title. Five years 
later, Santana shocked the sport by 
beating the bigger, flashier, and louder 
Don Muraco for the Intercontinental 
belt. Tito got his leg snapped by Greg 
Valentine’s figure-four when he lost the 
title, but Santana regained the belt in 
1985 in one of the best steel cage 
matches I’ve ever seen. 

Two years after ‘that, Santana 
teamed with Rick Martel (a ‘‘Model” 
of cowardice these days) to win anoth- 
er set of WWF tag team belts. And in 
1990, Santana made it to the final 
round against Curt Hennig in the tour- 
nament to determine a new I-C champ 
(the title was vacant because The UIlti- 
mate Warrior had won the World 
title). 

Do you see the pattern here? Every 
so often, without fanfare, Santana 
emerges as a contender or a champion. 


That’s the sign of a great wrestler. 
Even with all those triumphs, how- 
ever, my favorite memory of Santana 
was when the young Mexican firebrand 
locked up with then-AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel in December 1981 in 
Houston. As usual, nobody gave San- 
tana much chance of beating the wily 
veteran Bockwinkel, then enjoying his 
second (of four) AWA title reigns. 
Since this bout was for the finals of 
the Houston Gold Cup tournament 
and not for the AWA championship, 
Bockwinkel’s manager, Heenan, did 
not make the trip from his Minneapo- 
lis home. Santana was so brilliant, 
however, I doubt that even the 
“‘Weasel’s’’ interference © would’ve 
made much of a difference. Tito was 
more charged than I’ve ever seen him. 
So were the fans, and the mutual ener- 
gy propelled Santana to greatness. 
Every move Bockwinkel tried, San- 
tana easily powered out of. When 
Bockwinkel altered his style and started 
using gutter tactics, Santana responded 
in kind. Bockwinkel was stunned. No- 
body in the arena had ever seen the 


legendary champion so confused. Min- 
utes later, Santana pinned Nick, and 
Tito’s older brother climbed in the ring 
to join in the victory celebration, hold- 
ing the big Gold Cup aloft for all to 
see. 

But like I said before, I don’t offer 
much tribute to WWF wrestlers these 
days. Right when I thought Santana 
was the last of a dying breed—a wres- 
tler who never sold out—I find out 
that even Tito isn’t above making an 
image switch in order to make a bigger 
name for himself. 

Soon, they won’t be calling Tito 
Tito anymore. He’ll be known as The 
Matador, replete with flowing cape 
and matador’s fedora. It wouldn’t at 
all surprise me to see him bring a bull 
to ringside. 

There have been so many name and 
image changes lately that I’m finding 
myself getting dizzy. I guess I’ll take 
a swig of Johnnie Walker to calm my- 
self down. After all these years, one of 
the few comforts I have is knowing 
that ol’ Johnnie would never change 
his handle. O 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


From the tone of “The Legion Of 
Doom’s Obsession: Dethrone The 
Nasty Boys In 59 Seconds!” (July 
1991), | get the feeling that they'd 
attack Brian Knobs and Jerry Sags in 
a back alley somewhere instead of 
getting them in the ring. 

In the ring, though, the Legion has 
piled up a bunch of countout victories 
against the overmatched Nastys. Of 
course, since the Nastys have the 
benefit of Jimmy Hart’s interference, 
it makes it hard for Hawk and Animal 
to actually win the belts. 

| say put all four of them in a cage, 
then you’d see how dominant the Le- 
gion is. Then maybe they will win in 
59 seconds! 

HORACE CLEVES 
Potomac, MD 


KEEP THE SUPERCARDS 

| was surprised to see Dave Ro- 
senbaum come out in favor of ban- 
ning supercards (‘‘No Holds Barred,” 
July 1991). Is he serious? The 
supercards have been the salvation 
of the sport! Seeing such a big card 
nearly every month in the comfort of 
your own home is much better than 
the “old days,” when everything was 
geared toward the monthly card at 
the arena. 

As for the contention that wrestlers 
nowadays only give their best efforts 
on the supercards, that was also true 
back then, again because they were 
geared up for the big monthly arena 
cards. 

So | say keep the supercards. 
They're the best thing going in wres- 
tling today. 

PAUL ABOYOUN 
St. Cloud, MN 


HOGAN KIN 
I's very easy to see from the 
photos of Horace Boulder that he is 
related to Hulk Hogan (‘Introducing 
Horace Boulder,” July 1991). He 
(Continued on page 50) 


THIS MONTH IN... 


= Nase 


SID VICIOUS is in the WWF—and 


believe it or not, HULK HOGAN is in the 


biggest trouble of his life! 


Warning to WCW: THE DIAMOND 
EXCHANGE is the second coming of 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN! 


PLUS... 
MISSY HYATT is interviewed: “I’m 
more ofa man than PAUL E. 


DANGEROUSLY will ever be!”’. . . Battle 


royal scandal! The WWF's perfect 
scheme to protect CURT HENNIG ... 
RICK MORTON and ROBERT GIBSON 
square off ‘One On One”... STEVE 
RAY throws himselfto the lions! ... 
RICK RUDE is back and declares: “Tf 
you're a manager, keep the hell away!” 


All this—and much more... 
in the September 1991 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


O 


After flirting with death, is THE 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR scarred for life? 


RIC FLAIR downs TATSUMI 
FUJINAMI—but the “Nature Boy” might 
never recover from this SUPER BRAWL! 


PLUS... 

SPECIAL EDITORIAL: 10 rules that must 
be changed... Our plea to ANDRE 
THE GIANT: Walk away—while you still 
can!... JERRY LAWLER vs. THE 
HONKY TONK MAN: The violent 
vengeance of crazed cousins! ... 
“Interview 91” with JIM CORNETTE ... 
RICK STEINER and SCOTT STEINER 
go “Head To Head” 


All this—and much more... 
in the Fall 1991 issue of 
Wrestling 91 


NOW ON SALE! 


should be very proud of his blood- 

lines. It must be hard for him not to 
take things for granted. 

| hope that Boulder achieves even 

a quarter of the success of his fam- 

ous uncle. With help from Hulk, it 

should happen. 
HANK HUGHES 
Ocala, FL 


WORLD CONQUERORS 

It had always been my belief that 
Rick and Scott Steiner are the best 
tag team in the world. And after read- 
ing “Rick & Scott Steiner: Conquer- 
ing The World!” (July 1991), I’m even 
more convinced of my belief. 

If the Steiners have the capabilities 
and the skills to beat an outstanding 
Japanese duo like Hiro Hase and 
Kensuke Sasaki, then they have the 
skills to take just about anyone. In 
fact, knowing what | do about great 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 48) 


If Horace Boulder achieves just part of the 
success his uncle, Hulk Hogan, has, he'll do 
all right in reader Hank Hughes’ eyes. 
tag teams of the past, | would go so 
far as to say the Steiners are the 
best ever! 

Seriously, look how training meth- 
ods have improved. Look at how 
much better conditioned today’s grap- 
plers are. Taking those factors into 
consideration, the Steiners stand 
head and shoulders above whoever 
the present (and past) can put before 
them. 

I'm sure there are thousands of 
fans who feel the same way | do. We 
know that the Steiners will remain 
champions for a long time. And if 
they do lose, they'll win their titles 
back very quickly, 

PAT REED 
Los Angeles 


MATT’S MEMORIES 
Growing up, | was a big fan of 


‘California wrestling. Who can forget 


the great wars between Freddie 
Blassie and John Tolos? There was 
another wrestler | liked very much. 
His name is Kenji Shibuya. 

So you can imagine my surprise 
when ‘Matt Brock’s Looking Back” 


(July 1991) featured a bout pitting 
Shibuya and Mr. Saito against 
Blassie and Eric Froelich. | happen to 
remember that match, and it was as 
thrilling as Brock described it. These 
teams simply did not like each other. 
There is really no other explanation 
when you look at the carnage. 
Thanks, Matt, for bringing back 
some great (and gory!) memories. 
FRED ANDERSON 
Eugene, OR 


the world, says reader Pat Reed. 


OF SNAKES AND MEN 

| was appalled when Earthquake 
crushed Jake Roberts’ pet snake, 
Damian. It was an absolutely disgust- 
ing act, and he should be severely 
reprimanded for it. However, | am 
just as troubled that Jake has gone 
out and gotten himself another 
snake, Lucifer. 

| never did like the idea of anybody 
bringing a snake to the ring. Not only 
is is downright stupid, it’s an unfair 
advantage. | mean, how do you 
counteract a snake? By doing what 
Earthquake did, apparently. 

My advice to Jake is to keep Luci- 
fer as far away from the ring as 
possible. 

EDWINA LEWISTON 
Tulsa, OK 


$.D. EXPRESS 

For years, S.D. Jones strugged val- 
iantly in the WWF, but he never 
seemed to win any matches. | always 
felt sorry for him, because | knew he 
was trying his best. | knew he wasn’t 
giving up. 

Now “Special Delivery” is in the 
UWF and he’s winning. He’s proving 
that he always had the knowhow to 
achieve victory. Some may say the 
competition in the UWF is a lot weak- 
er than in the WWF, but | don’t think 
that’s the reason he’s winning. | think 
the change of atmosphere, with all 
the new people to wrestle, had rein- 
vigorated him. 

Jones may never win a title, but 
that’s okay. He’s a good wrestler and 
fun to watch, and that’s all right by 
me. 

DELLA MESSER 
Gary, IN 


AWESOME AUSTIN 

I’m glad to see that a major organi- 
zation like WCW has signed Steve 
Austin to wrestle for them. This tal- 


“Stunning” Steve Austin will stun WCW, in 
reader Francis Newburg's opinion. 


ented athlete, the 1990 Rookie of the 
Year, was one of the USWA’s 
brightest stars. He is a fine addition 
to the WCW talent roster. 

The only problem with him is that 
he’s too eager to break the rules. He 
should rely more on his natural skills. 
That’s all he needs to succeed. 

FRANCIS NEWBURG 
Bangor, ME 
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WINTER 1985 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


SUMMER 1986 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ries include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 

SPRING 1989/Color pinup: Rick Steamboat. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Lawler, Blazer, Sting, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Jake-Andre, Powers of Pain. 
SUMMER 1989/Color pinup: Sting & Lex 
Luger. Stories include: Hogan, Von Erich, Sting 
& Ultimate, Warriors, Nikita, Luger. 
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The Freebirds made his debut at 
Super Brawl ’91. In fact, Fantasia’s 
interference was the big reason 
why Jim Garvin and Michael Hayes 
were able to defeat The Young 
Pistols for the U.S. tag team title on 
the pay-per-view card. Freebird 
manager “Diamond” Dallas Page 
has kept the masked man’s identi- 
ty a closely guarded secret. 

“If you knew who Fantasia was, 
you'd be shocked!” laughed the 
sinister manager. “Right now, I’m 
building the greatest fighting force 
WCW has ever seen. Not only do 
I have Hayes, Garvin, and Fantasia, 
but now I have The Diamond Stud 
and my road boss, Big Daddy 
Dink, too! Pretty soon, we're 
gonna hold every belt there is to 
hold, and then we’re gonna invite 
all my Diamond Dolls to the big- 
gest party ever—one that’s never 
gonna end, baby!” 

Not everyone is so pleased with 
Page’s newfound success. Tracey 
Smothers of the Pistols is demand- 
ing matches against Fantasia and 
any partner he chooses. 

“The only reason Fantasia was 
able to DDT both myself and Steve 
Armstrong is because he attacked 
us from behind,” said an angry 
Smothers. “I want a match against 
that guy and any partner he wants. 
Once we get him in the ring, we'll 
unmask him and reveal his identity 
to the whole world. And if Page 
and Dink want to get involved, 
we'll give them what they de- 
serve. We'll pluck the feathers 
right off those Freebirds!” 

“Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony 
has returned to the USWA follow- 
ing a short stint in the WWC. He’s 
picked up where he left off in his 
feud with Bill Dundee . . . Speaking 
of the WWC, Billy Travis and vet- 
eran El Gran Mendoza defeated In- 
vader I and Bronco I to win the 
WWC tag team title on May 22 in 
San Juan ... Huge former anm- 
wrestling champion Scott Norton 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


{ 


Pacific Northwest star and former arm-wrestling champion Scott Norton says he'll give 


$5,000 to anyone who can beat him in a battle royal. 


has retumed to the Pacific North- 
west, and he’s putting up $5,000 to 
anyone who can beat him in a bat- 
tle’ royal ... Charlie Norris re- 
gained the PWA title by defeating 
The Golden Idol on May 11 in Frid- 
ley, Minnesota. 

There was a rash of serious 
injuries in the sport just as we 
were preparing to go to press. 
Georgia star Scotty the Body suf- 
fered a broken right shoulder in a 
match against promising newcom- 
er Chris Candido on May 25 in 


Stratford, New Jersey. Hawk of The 
Legion Of Doom had surgery to 
correct a hemiated disk in his 
back and was expected to be out 
of action for up to six weeks. Inter- 
continental champion Curt Hennig 
was forced to take time off with an 
injured tailbone. And Andre the Gi- 
ant, whose right leg was injured in 
an attack by Earthquake on May 6 
in Rockford, Illinois, had surgery 
on the limb in early-May. 

That’s all for now. See you at the 
matches! O 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndortf. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stiories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 


November 1984/Stories include; Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 


Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat, 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich, 


June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A,, 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 


November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Slaughter, Rich, Flair, Kerry. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndortt, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include; Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies, 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka,; 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham, 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Siorjes include; Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include; Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs, 


duly 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include; Can-Ams, 
Luger vs, Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord, 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
April 1988/Stories include: Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. . 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex,, DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
rors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
ia 1989/Stories include; Bulldogs, 
farriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
dune 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 


BACK ISSUES 0(F ea 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Fiair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Kolofis, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include; Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include; Ulti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
December 1990/FULL-COLOR 
SummerSlam coverage. Plus: Warrior, 
Arn, Hansen, Slaughter, Memphis. 
January 1991/Stories include; Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting-Vi- 
cious, Muta-Steamboal, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 
June 1991/Stories include; Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 
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In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling featured a bonus FULL- 
COLOR “Year In Pictures” section! All 
the feuds, title changes, controversies, 
and drama of 1989 are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can capture them! 
Copies of this collectors’ issue are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


snake population. That's my gut 
feeling. But when | really examine 
the situation, | realize that what 
Earthquake did was heartless and 
cruel. Some people actually like 
snakes. And, let’s face it, Damian 
never did anything wrong. He was 
simply mishandled by his owner. 

Maybe Earthquake should have 
splashed Roberts and made 
’Quakeburgers out of him (and 
I’m sure the thought has crossed 
his mind!). 

Roberts reminds me of the 
owners of pit bulls. The pit bulls 
do, indeed, attack people, but this 
is not a natural instinct. They are 
taught to be vicious. And since 
they have the equipment to carry 
out their orders, they are per- 
ceived to be naturally violent 
animals. 

This is not true. The owners are 
the naturally violent ones. 

In other words, if you’re going 


to send anyone to the pound, 
send Roberts. 

Now, | usually don’t defend 
snakes, but I’ve had a change of 
heart. It is clear that human be- 
ings have often exploited animals. 
Perhaps there was nothing wrong 
with Damian. I’ve been told that 
snakes are not slithery and slimy. 
Actually, those in the know say 
they’re rough to the touch. | do 
not want to find out for myself. 

So, Roberts was cruel to 
Damian by draping him over op- 
ponents. And Earthquake, acting 
in self-defense because he never 
wanted that snake on his body 
again, acted. 

He — should 
Jakeburgers. 

Unfortunately, there are more 
snakes where Damian came from. 
Roberts has already unleashed 
Lucifer upon an unsuspecting 
WWF. 


have made 
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Jake would have avoided his loss if he’d 
kept Damian away, Rosenbaum says. 


| saw Steve Anderson’s cartoon 
in Pro Wrestling Illustrated Week- 
ly, in which he suggested that 
only the ASPCA could stop Earth- 
quake. My feeling is that the 
ASPCA should not forget about 
Roberts. This man should be 
banned from pet-ownership! 

Pet owners have a responsibil- 
ity to their animals. If a dog gets 
run over by a car, do you blame 
the driver? No, you blame the 
owner that let the pet run loose 
near the highway in the first 
place. 

This is common sense. 

By the way, deep inside, I’m 
really happy that Damian isn’t 
around anymore. The thing is dis- 
gusting. Still, | don’t want 
’Quakeburgers, either. 

Just pass me an order of fried 
frog’s legs. 0 


NEW!!! 


East meets West for an international 
showdown guaranteed to make the 
earth tremble! Forget international di- 
plomacy. When the superstars of WCW 
step into the ring with the best Japan 
has to offer, they create a bone- 
crunching thunder heard ’round the 
world! Travel to Tokyo with WCW and 
have a ringside seat in the ‘““Egg Dome”’ 
for the WCW Japan Supershow! The 
main event is a thrill-packed true World 
heavyweight title match when WCW 
World champion Ric Flair does battle 
with Tatsumi Fujinami, Japan’s Grand 
Prix champion! Also, Sting tries to 
make sushi out of archenemy The Great 
Muta! The Steiner Brothers grapple 
with Japan’s best tag team, Hiro Hase 
and Kensuke Sasaki! And much more! 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


fas 


Ric Flair defeated Brian Pillman in a best-of- 
three-falls match in Atlanta, but sustained a 
lot of punishment in doing so. 


Dangerously in an arm-wrestling 
contest ... WCW World tag team 
champions Rick & Scott Steiner 
beat The Angel of Death & Dan 
Spivey ... Ron Simmons beat 
One Man Gang ... U.S. champi- 
on Lex Luger pinned Nikita Koloff 
... El Gigante & Sting beat Barry 
Windham & Arn Anderson. 


~~ 


(Continued from page 14 ) 


Bloomington, MN (Correspon- 
dent—Steve Anderson): Greg 
Gagne and Wahoo McDaniel 
came out of retirement to take on 
former AWA tag team champions 
Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos— 
the very men who sent them into 
retirement! 

At the start, the younger duo 
dominated with power and quick 
tags. But when Enos hit McDaniel 
over the head with a chair, the 
veterans were rejuvenated. De- 
spite being bloodied by the blow, 
Wahoo laced into Enos with a se- 
ries of vicious chops. 

After Bloom broke Gagne’s 
sleeperhold on Enos, Bloom and 
McDaniel began fighting outside 
the ring. That’s when Gagne 
came back and executed a flying 
bodypress on Enos and scored 
the pin. 

In other bouts: Buck Zumhofe 
defeated Johnny Love ... The 
Karate Kid beat Tokyo Joe ... 
Larry Cameron defeated Tommy 


== ~ 


Greg Gagne, flipping Wayne Bloom to the mat, joined Wahoo McDaniel in coming out of retire- 
ment to battle Bloom and Mike Enos on an AWA card in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
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Jammer .. 
Rice. 


. Steve O beat Ricky 


Philadelphia, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Samuel Homer): ‘“‘Ravish- 
ing” Rick Rude is famous for 
showing off his well-carved body, 
but fans got more than they bar- 
gained for as Rude battled Paul 
Orndorff in Philadelphia. 

The two veteran  grapplers 
fought for control of the match 
throughout the early going. Sever- 
al minutes in, Orndorff grabbed 
Rude by the waist, apparently pre- 
paring to sunset-flip his foe. In- 
stead, he yanked Rude’s pants 
down to his thighs! Derisive laugh- 
ter rained down on Rude as he 
scrambled to cover himself. 

Rude channeled his embarrass- 
ment into intensity and the pace 
of the match picked up. The key 
moment came when Orndorff and 
Rude collided and referee John 
Finnegan got caught in the mid- 
dle. The force of the collision 
rocked both wrestlers and _ left 
Finnegan sprawled unconscious 
on the mat. 

Rude saw a chance to steal a 
tainted victory. Thinking Finnegan 
wouldn’t see what he was up to, 
Rude grabbed aé_ chair and 
smashed Orndorff to the canvas. 
But the referee had opened his 
eyes just in time to catch Rude in 
his illegal act and immediately dis- 
qualified him. 

In other bouts: Pit Bull Spike 
won a 13man battle royal ... 
Johnny Hot Body & Larry Winters 
beat Jimmy Jannetty & Rockin’ 
Rebel ... Al Perez & Buddy 
Landell defeated The Fabulous 
Ones by reverse decision . . . D.C. 
Drake pinned J.T. Smith 
USWA champion Jerry Lawler 
beat The Honky Tonk Man by re- 
verse decision ... Eddie Gilbert 
fought Cactus Jack to a no- 
contest. 0 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


In which sport did Ken Patera win an Olympic 
medal? 

1) Weightlifting 3) Gymnastics 

2) Wrestling 4) Boxing 


Who was Hulk Hogan’s first WWF manager? 
1) Fred Blassie 3) Jimmy Hart 
2) Arnold Skaaland 4) Elizabeth 


Which man was never a member of Paul 


Ellering’s Legion of Doom? : , aoe 
1) Jake Roberts 3) King Kong Bundy Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 


2) Hawk 4) Buzz Sawyer questions correctly and you can 


For which NFL team did Brian Pillman 


compete? 
1) Kansas City Chiefs 3) Cincinnati Bengals 
2) Los AngelesRams _— 4) Atlanta Falcons 


Gorilla Monsoon was originally billed as being 
from: 

1) Manchuria 3) New Jersey 

2) Croatia 4) Montreal 


How did you do? 


If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-283-SLAM 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Fer This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as often as you like. The contest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
restriction to participate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C. London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entries are available by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 374, Guilford, CT 06437-0374. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions 
correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated Weekly. The cover price value of an one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 


A : 
TWO RINGS COMPLETELY COVERED BY 
A STEEL CAGE! ONLY THE STRONG WILL 
SURVIVE! The WCW forces have amassed 
and there is only one solution to these ring 


tensions ... WAR GAMES! Bonecrushing 
teams collide in this spectacular event that 
can only end by surrender! A KNOCK- 
DOWN-DRAGOUT BLOWOUT! On _ this 
spectacular videotape, see Sting, Lex Luger, 
Stan Hansen, Doom, Rick & Scott Steiner, 
Ric Flair, Arm Anderson, and many more top 
stars of WCW. 


Eo ET | 


Send To: WRESTLE 
TV. Sports Video Inc, Pawan ! 
| Box 1672 ONLY 
| Greenwich, CT 06836 $39.95 
postage 
Cate el eee 
i Please send me copies of 


WRESTLE WAR ’91 
“War Games’”’ 


Please indicate method of payment: 


C) Check or money order 
| (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports Video) 


Expiration Date: ___/_ 
MO/YR 


State Zip 


Video $ 


Plus $3 Postage & Handling For Each Tape $ 


Total $ 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


close, and now I know every move 
in his arsenal. Every one. That’s a 
big plus for me, because he won’t 
be able to surprise me with any 
kind of wild maneuver that I 
haven’t seen before. I don’t think 
it will be easy to beat Ric, but I 
know that I have the talent to get 
the job done. He has a few soft 
spots that not too many people 
know about. I’m one of the very 
few who knows his every weak- 
ness! I’ll get my title shot one of 
these days—and you can bet I'll 
take full advantage of it!” 


kK 


: “This question is for El Gigante: 
Would you like the chance to wres- 


tle Andre the Giant?’—Marc 
Pecoraro, Fairlawn, NJ 


A: “Andre is a legend, and it would 


be an honor to wrestle against 
him,”’ said Gigante through a 
translator. ‘‘Some people say he is 
too old, but I don’t know. When a 
man is that big, he can use his size 
to take him a very long way. It 
would be a challenge to face An- 
dre, because he is the only wrestler 
I know who rivals my size. I would 
like to wrestle him one day. But 
for now, I am only worried about 
wrestling Ric Flair and the other 
contenders in WCW. Those match- 
es are more important.” 
kK 


system compatible. ideocassettes ; ry 
| ont, Defective tapes wi be replaced wih acupicate wien etwed wi?- | 1 FY Gigante (above left) says he would be honored to square off against Andre the Giant 
fect and send! jo adores above. No other retums allowed.) _I (above right), but adds that there are more important matters in WCW. 
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“T have a question for Eric Embry: 
Many fans in Texas have started 
hating you. Why? I’m sure you 
don’t care what the fans think, but 
why do they feel this way? What’s 
your opinion?’”’—Bronwyn Perry, 
Dallas 


8 CLASSIC WRESTLING VIDEOS 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS 
BUY ALL 8 AND RECEIVE A FREE BUMPER STICKER!!!!! 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 
HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. EACH!!! 


WRESTLING GOLD I 


VoL.10 

Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. Randy Savage 
& Lanny Poffo 

Hulk Hogan vs. Jerry Lawler 

Nick Bockwinkel vs. Manny Fernandez 

The Sheik vs. Mark i 

David & Kerry Von Erich vs. Gene Yates 
& Baron Krupp 

The Fabulous Blonds vs. PYT Express 

The Road Warriors vs. Austin Idol & 
Jerry Lawler 


VOL.20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

The Samoans vs. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop 

B. Sammartino & Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs. Jerry Lawler 

The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs. Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL.30 
Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 


WRESTLING GOLD II 


VOLio 

Randy "Macho Man" Savage vs. 
“Ravishing" Rick Rude 

The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 

Pampero vs. Jeff Doney 

Bmuiser Brody& Scott Casey vs. Kelly 

Kiniski & The Spoiler 

Chief Jay Strongbow vs. 

Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 

King Kong Bundy & "Ravishing" Rick Rude 
vs. Jerry Lawler & Randy "Macho Man" Savage 


VOL2z0 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VOL.30 acH 


The USWA’s Eric Embry wishes more fans 
in Texas would cheer him for all the good 
things he says about the state when he 
wrestles in Tennessee. 


Rock "n" Roll Express vs. 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs. Dory Funk Jr. 

The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
The Fabulous Blonds vs. 


$1999 E 
Nick Bockwinkel vs, Terry Allen 

Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield ‘ 

Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 

The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 


Bobo Brazil ys, Michael Angelo 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 


A: ‘You're right, | don’t care,” said 


Embry angrily. ‘‘Wait a minute. 
Actually, it does bother me a little 
bit. ’'m not going to change myself 
for anyone, but it would be nice to 
have the fans pulling for me every 
now and then. I think people just 
get jealous when they see what a 
fantastic wrestler I am. Also, Jerry 
Lawler has found a lot of fans in 
Texas, and those people see me as 
the biggest threat to Lawler’s 
USWA title—which by the way, I 
plan to make mine in the very near 
future. Lawler’s fans don’t like the 
idea of their hero going down, so 
they take their feelings out on me. 
Ingrates! In Memphis, I talk up 
good things about Texas all the 
time, and this is how those rubes 


repay me.” CO 


Al! Perez & Manny Fernandez 
Terry Funk ys. Harley Race 
Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL.40 

Austin Idol vs. Jim Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs, Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
The Japanese Assassin vs, Robert Reed, 
Tiger Mask, Keith Eric & Mad Dog 

King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Terry Funk vs, Mark Lewin 

Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs. Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 
Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 

& Sailor Art Thomas 


SEND ME ALL FOUR VOLUMES ABOVE [] 


VOL.40 
The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 
Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
vs. The Outlaw 
Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
ys. Scott Casey& Terry Allen 
Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel &Tommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & The Grapplers 


SEND ME ALL4 VOLUMES ABOVE [] 
EITHER 4 VOLUME SET FOR 


YES! SEND ALL8 VOLUMES FOR JUST $129.95] _onzy $59.95 11! 


Send to: T.V. Sports Video, Inc. 
P.O.Box 1672 
Greenwich, CT 06836 


UPS Postage & Handling Charges 


1-3 Videos add $3.00 
4-8 Videos add $6.00 


Visa & MasterCard orders: 1-800-729-0360 VHS FORMAT ONLY 
Please send me the videos I checked above. I have enclosed payment for each video 
plus postage & handling charges. I will allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. 


VISA # 

MASTERCARD # 

Name 

Street Address 

City State 


EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 


Apt. # 
Zip Code 


For overseas customers: These tapes do not come in PAL format/Only NTSC format. 
Foreign orders add $6.00 per video for air mail delivery. Exchanges on defective tapes 
only! International money orders in US funds only. 
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ca -. 
ry 


Beach immobilizes Larry of the Power Twins during a UWF card in New York City that saw 


INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 18) 


al , yr. 


sd 


Beach and ‘Wild Thing’ Steve Ray score a Wet ’n’ Wild victory. 


fans. | just love to go from town 
to town and meet the good peo- 
ple out there.”’ 

Originally from Santa Monica, 
California, Beach became an 
outstanding amateur wrestler, 
capturing all-city and all-state 
honors before graduating from 
Terry Parker High School in Jack- 
sonville, Florida. Beach went on 
to attend Florida State University 
and the University of North Flori- 
da, majoring in criminal justice. 
However, a chance meeting with 
a former wrestler while serving as 
a part-time lifeguard on a beach 
in Jacksonville changed the 
youngster’s life forever. 

Beach was summoned into 
duty when a 14-year-old young- 
ster had drifted too far from the 
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shore on his raft. Beach quickly 
raced into action, swimming out 
to the boy, pulling him to shore, 
then bringing his dehydrated 
body back to consciousness. 
On the beach at the time was 
veteran wrestler Don Curtis, 
who was impressed’ with 
Beach’s size and speed. 

“Don walked right up to me 


and asked if I’d consider be- 
coming a wrestler,” recalled 
Beach. “| had never really 


thought about it before, but I’ve 
always been a fan. Growing up 
in Florida, | used to go to the 
matches and thrill to my favor- 
ites: Jack and Jerry Brisco, 
Dusty Rhodes, and Mike Gra- 
ham. To think that / could do 
what they do just blew me 


away.” 

Beach’s amateur training ob- 
viously served him well; he was 
ready to begin his pro career 
after only one month of training. 
Beach impressed Florida fans 
by defeating veteran Jim Back- 
lund in July 1985 in St. Peters- 
burg. After his first taste of vic- 
tory, Sunny was ready to shine 
even more. 

“Right away, | knew | had a 
lot going for me,” said Beach. 
“My ‘wipeout,’ which is like a 
top-rope DDT, is a move no- 
body’s ever gotten up from yet. 
Add to that my ‘sunset sleeper’ 
and all my of suplex varia- 
tions—not to mention my size— 
and it makes me a pretty hard 
guy to beat.” 

Soon, Beach became known 
as an excellent tag team part- 
ner. In 1988, he and “Sugar” 
Ray Lloyd won the Peach State 
tag team title. After a yearlong 
stint in the WWF, he teamed 
with The Terminator to win the 
IWA tag team title in August 
1990, a championship they still 
hold. More recently, he’s 
formed an _ outstanding duo 
called Wet ’n’ Wild with “Wild 
Thing’ Steve Ray in the UWF. 

Meanwhile, Beach has _ be- 
come a main-event star on the 
East Coast, where his feud with 
Cactus Jack continues to draw 
considerable attention. Beach is 
one of the few men who can 
match the devious Cactus on his 
own, violent terms. 

“| don’t like guys who con- 
duct themselves like that,’’ said 
Beach. “| like to have a good 
time, but Jack’s got to learn | 
can be pushed too far. Other 
than my matches with him, my 
career has been a pure plea- 
sure. As long as | have the fans 
behind me, I'll go anywhere— 
and take on anybody.” O 


THE BEST IN WRES TLING 


#1 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘88 
THE PRICE FOR FREEDOM 


The controversial Bash tour 
heats up as Ric Flair & Lex 
Luger go at it in Baltimore. Also 
Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S. 
title; triple cage "Tower of 
Doom" featuring Russian 
Assassin I, lvan Koloff, Perez, 
Rotundo, & Sullivan vs. Road 
Warriors, Garvins & Williams; 
Fantastics vs. Midnights; 
Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita 


VIDEOS 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘89 
THE GLORY DAYS 


NWA champ Ric Flair comes 
back from a broken neck to 
wrestle former champ Terry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battles Rick Steamboat. Also: 
Sting vs. Muta; War Games; a 
battle of wits turns to a battle of 
tists when Paul E. Dangerously 
rumbles with Jim Cornette; pilus 


Vy 


#3GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘90 

NEW REVOLUTION 
Sting, back in action ina 
Wrestling revolution as the 
greatest stars from the NWA 
battle the new young aggres- 
sors! Sting in a great 
comeback against Ric Flair for 
the championship. Also: Doom 
vs. Rock 'n Roll Express, Mean 
Mark vs. Lex Luger, Southern 
Boys, atc. 


fei (2 re MUL Rae | 


much more! 


$39.95/120 min./Turner 
#5 HALLOWEEN HAVOC ‘89 


Koloff & Sting. 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 


9s Vee alanis eet 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#6 HALLOWEEN HAVOC '90 
TERROR RULES THE RING 


#7. STARRCADE '90 


CARTEL COMBAT 20 IG COLLISION COURSE new!!! 


The NWA's greatest wrestlers 
converge in Washington D.C., 
for a Congress of Capital 
Combat! Sting vs. Robocop 
make a special appearance to 
watch six-time champ Ric Fiair & 
Lex Luger in a steel cage for the 
Championship. Aso: The 
Steiners vs. Doom; Fly'n Brian & 
Z-Man vs. Midnight Express, 
Rock 'n Roll's etc. 


$39.95@120min/Turner 


#8 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
c= VOL.1 new!!! 


Pro wrestling the way it was! 
Buddy "Nature boy" Rogers vs. 
Pat O'Connor in the 1961 classic 
bout. Antonino Rocca & Miguel 
Perez vs. Skull Murphy & Karl 
Von Hess. June Byers vs. Betty 
Hawkins. Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Pepper Gomez & more! 


31% 95/@60 min. 


Please send me the following videos: 


Title 


Shipping & handling 


A brutal night of devilish 
destruction! Ric Flair wants to 
permanately settle the score 
against Terry Funk. Together 
with Flair's powerhouse partner, 
Sting, the two great heavyweight 
pros treat Funk & The Great Muta 
to some monstrous portions of 
punishment! Also: Lex Luger, 
Thr Road Warriors, The Samoan 
Swat Team, The Skyscrapers, 
The Freebirds and many more! 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#9 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
= VOL.2 new!!! 


Gorgeous George vs. Jesse 
James. Antonino Rocca vs. 
Johnny Valentine. Six-man Tag 
Team Match: The Fabulous 
Kangaroos &.Dr. Jerry Graham 
vs. Antonino Rocca, Miguel 
Perez & Ricki Starr. Killer Kow- 
alski vs.Edouard Carpentier 

& more! 


$14.95/@60. min, 


Price 


In a terrorizing bout, Sting 
defends his title against Sid 
Vicious. Ric Flair teams up with 
Arn Anderson to attemp to 
dethrone Doom for the Worid 
Tag Team title. Lex Luger & 
Stan Hansen pound each other 
for the U.S. Championship title. 
In a destructive match for the 
U.S. Tag Team title: Steiner 
Brothers vs. Nasty Boys! 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#10 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
Go VOL.3 new!!! 


Buddy Rogers, Handsome 
Johnny Barend & Magnificent 
Maurice vs. Bobo Brazil, 
"Calypso Kid" Dory Dixon & 
Sailor Art Thomas, Tolos 
Brothers vs. Bob Nador & Chet 
Wallick, Ed Carpentier vs. Skull 
Murphy, Yukon Eric vs. Fritz Von 
Erich, Bulldog Brower vs. 
Bearcat Wright & more! 


$14.95/@60 min. 


Sting vs. The Black Scorpion! 
Who will prove victorious in the 
first ever Tag Team Champion- 
ship of the Universe, featuring 
Tag Teams from around the 
globe going to a face to face ina 
tournament of universal impact! 
Can Lex Luger hold on to the 
U.S. heavyweight belt when he 
battle Stan Hansen? Also: 
Doom vs. Ric Flair &Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#11 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
Ge VOL. 4 new!!! 


The Fabulous Kangaroos vs 
Moose Cholak & Mighty Atlas, 
Bruno Sammartino vs. Hans 
Schmidt, Dr. Jerry & Eddie 
Graham vs. Antonino Rocca & 
Miguel Perez, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard vs. The Bavarian 
Boys, Bobo Brazil vs. Ski Hi Lee. 


S14. 95/@60 min. 
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For how long would the old Legion have put up with the Nastys’ tactics (above)? If Animal 


LEGION OF DOOM 


(Continued from page 33) 


cannot counteract Brian Knobs (bottom), the Legion may not be the team they once were. 


seconds. Tonight they faced, 
what—Frankie DeFalco and Tom 
Dewitt, and W.T. Jones and Brian 
Costello, and they seemed to have 
to work a little bit for the wins. 
Against prelim bums! Plus they 
wrestled the Nastys to a countout. 
Okay, they beat them, but The 
Road Warriors of old wouldn't have 
settled for anything less than mass 
destruction of Jerry Sags and Brian 
Knobs. Frankly, | was 
disappointed.” 

Indeed, disappointment seems to 
be a common thread among those 
who have followed Hawk and Ani- 
mal’s careers since their 1983 de- 
but in Georgia. 

“| always respected Hawk and 
Animal,’’ says a young fan favorite 
who requested anonymity. ‘‘They 
did things in their own way and on 
their own terms. It’s not the way | 
could wrestle in my own career, 
I'm simply not like that. But you 
couldn't help but respect a team 
that said what they were going to 
do—then actually went out and did 
it. 

“It’s kind of funny, but | hear a 
lot of talk about Hawk and Animal, 
and | sense the disappointment in 
the fans’ eyes too,’’ the wrestler 
continued. ‘‘| think a lot of that 
has to do with the fact that they 
didn’t win the WWF World tag 
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team title right after they arrived in 
the WWF. | mean, they moved to 
the WWF in June 1990. We're 
talking now in May, so that’s al- 
most a whole year that they've 
been in the federation without win- 
ning the belts.” 

If one feels that people are being 
too critical of The Legion of Doom, 
remember that Hawk and Animal’s 
fans have learned to expect quick 


results from the muscular duo. 
They captured the Georgia tag team 
title almost immediately upon their 
1983 debut. After arriving in the 
AWA in 1984, they won the tag 
team title there in a matter of just 
a few weeks. When they teamed 
with Dusty Rhodes in quest of the 
WCW six-man tag team title, they 
garnered that championship after 
just a few weeks as a team. When 
that team split, they were deter- 
mined to win the WCW World tag 
team belts—and did by defeating 
The Midnight Express on October 
29, 1988. 

‘And that’s just the short list of 
their accomplishments,’ said Paul 
Ellering, who managed Hawk and 
Animal from 1983 until their arrival 
in the WWF. “They've always been 
the kind of team that gets what 
they want.” 

Which raises the question: Do 
Hawk and Animal really want the 
WWF World tag team title? Do they 
want to face the rigors of nightly 


If the Easier doven't win the belts soo soon, 
they'll become just another WWF tag team 
struggling toward the top. 


title defenses again (they've been 
there so many times before)? Do 
they want to step into the champi- 


onship spotlight with all the 
attendant pressures and 
aggravations? 


Or do Hawk and Animal simply 
want to cruise their way through 
the WWF as they have for the past 
year, wrestling whomever the feder- 
ation places in front of them and 
exerting whatever effort necessary 
(not necessarily maximum effort) in 
order to gain a win—any kind of 
win—then shower and go home? 

All too often lately, it seems like 
the Legion is cruising. 

“| really hope that something 
happens soon to kick Hawk and 
Animal back into high gear,’’ said 
Mark Scherer, who witnessed yet 
another Legion-Nastys countout de- 
cision in St. Louis. ‘A whole year, 
and they haven’t won the belts. 
Well, maybe if they ever do win the 
belts from the Nastys it’ll put some 
spark back into them, but I’m not 
holding my breath. 

“There are plenty of other teams 
out there,’’ Scherer said, ‘‘some of 
them with better moves and others 
with more fire in their bellies. The 
Legion of Doom is fast becoming 
just another team, as far as I’m 
concerned.” 

That's something that never 
would have been said about Hawk 
and Animal five years ago. 

How disappointing. C] 


A TRIPLE-DOSE 


OF HOT ACTION! 


In addition to all the regular stories, interviews, and special features, these in- 
credible issues of The Wrestler, Inside Wrestling, and Sports Review Wrestling 
offered readers exclusive bonus sections. These magazines were newsstand 
sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY? 
Be sure to order yours today! 


< SPECIAL ISSUE #1 

_ The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 
tler provided very special FULL-COLOR coverage 
of one of the most historic days in wrestling histo- 
ry: SuperCard Sunday. On that day, WrestleMania 
V and Clash of the Champions VI took place, and 

| this once-in-a-lifetime magazine provides all the 
action and analysis of a once-in-a-lifetime day! 


~< SPECIAL 

| ISSUE #2 

_ The March 1990 edi- 
tion of Inside Wrestling 

is a collector’s dream: 

A magnificent eight- 

page FULL-COLOR 

section highlights all 

_ the big events of the 

' *80s! Plus, you geta 

dynamic and fast- 

" paced year-by-year re- 

"view of the decade. It’s 

_ amagazine you'll cher- 

' ish forever, truly a one- 

= of-a-kind piece of wres- 

~ tling history! 


The December 1989 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
tling called it ‘“Wrestling’s Hottest Summer 
Ever!”’—and indeed it was! In that issue, readers 
saw four pages of glorious FULL-COLOR cover- 
age of the NWA’s Great American Bash and the 
WWF's SummerSlam ’89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive in-depth analysis of both 
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TOP 10 


RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
(2) WCW World champion 


HULK HOGAN 
292, Venice Beach, CA 
(1) WWF World champion 


LEX LUGER 

290, Chica 

(3) WCW Sc champion 
CURT HENNIG 

235, in lc a MN 

(5) WWF Intercontinenta’ 
STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 
(6) No. 2 contender: WCW title 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, iticas 
(7) No. 1 contender: U.S. title 
BOBBY EATON 


233, Huntsville, AL 
(-) WCW TV champion 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, a ex England 
(-) No. 1 contender: I-C 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris Island, SC 

(8) No. 2 contender: WWF title 
1 ERIC EMBRY 

ou fit vel KY 


i champion 


TAG TEAMS 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(1) WCW Word tag team champions 


THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weit 585 pounds 
(2) WWF World tag team champions 


THE LEGION OF DOOM 


ried weight: 567 pou 
(3) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 


THE FREEBIRDS 


Combined weight: 490 pounds 
(5) WCW U.S. tag team champions 


THE ROCKERS 
Slates weight: 450 oes 
(6) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 


ROBERT FULLER & JEFF JARRETT 
Combined ey 457 pounds 
(-) USWA tag team champions 


THE YOUNG PISTOLS 


Pye weight: 451 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: U.S. tag team title 


THE BRUISE BROTHERS 


Combined weight: 541 pues 

(10) Pacific Northwest tag team champions 
DAN SPIVEY & ANGEL OF DEATH 
Combined weight: 610 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag team title 


THE BUSHWHACKERS 


Combined weight: 542 pounds 
(8) No. 3 contenders: WWF 


uthern champion The Nasty Boys tag team title 
wcw WWF USWA PNW 
World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: PNW Champion: 
RIC FLAIR HULK HOGAN JERRY LAWLER STEVE DOLL 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 292, Venice Beach, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN (C) 237, Dallas, TX 
1—LEX LUGER 1—CURT HENNIG 1—ERIC EMBRY 1—THE GRAPPLER 
(1) 290, Chicago, IL (1) 235, Minneapolis, MN (2) 240, Lexington, KY (8) 280, parts unknown 
2—STING 2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 2—BILL DUNDEE 2—LARRY OLIVER 


(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 

(4) 275, Lithuania 
4—BOBBY EATON 

(7) 233, Huntsville, AL 
5—RON SIMMONS 

(6) 260, Perry, GA 
6—DUSTIN RHODES 

(-) 254, Austin, TX 
7—EL GIGANTE 

(5) 435, Argentina 
8—BRIAN PILLMAN 

(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 

(-) 263, Sweetwater, TX 


10—STAN HANSEN 
(-) 322, Borger, TX 
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(2) 310, Parris Island, SC 
3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

(3) 280, Queens, NY 
4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

(6) 245, Leeds, England 
5—THE UNDERTAKER 

(4) 320, Dallas, TX 
6—JAKE ROBERTS 

(-) 246, Stone Mountain, GA 
7—EARTHQUAKE 

(10) 462, Surrey, BC 
8—THE MOUNTIE 

(-) 232, Montreal, Quebec 
9—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 

(8) 245, Syracuse, NY 

10—TED DiBIASE 
(-) 247, Omaha, NB 


(3) 214, Melbourne, Aus. 
3—EDDIE GILBERT 

(4) 222, Lexington, TN 
4—TONY ANTHONY 

(-) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
5—TOM PRICHARD 

(6) 220, Houston, TX 
6—GARY YOUNG 

(9) 218, Houston, TX 


7—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(-) 227, Carteret, NJ 


(9) 260, Tampa, FL 
3—DOUG MASTERS 

(2) 230, Tulsa, OK 
4—STEVE SAWYER 

(4) 222, Kansas City, MO 
5—MIKE WINNER 

(5) 238, Virginia City, VA 
6—AL MADRIL 

(6) 231, Los Angeles, CA 


7—THE EQUALIZER 
(1) 250, parts unknown 


8—JEFF JARRETT 8—RIP OLIVER 
(1) 200, Hendersonville, TN (7) 245, Tampa, FL 
9—DOUG GILBERT 9—JIMMY JACK FUNK 


(-) 230, Lexington, TN 


10—EL GRANDE PISTOLERO 
(10) 225, Mexico 


(3) 243, Portland, OR 


10—BOBBY BLAIR 
(10) 275, Dallas, TX 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editonal board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; — 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that 
category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was 
champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


HULK HOGAN 
292, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


STING 


260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


SCOTT STEINER 
235, Bay City, MI 
Last Issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


EL GIGANTE 


435, Argentina 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


280, Queens, NY 
Last issue; No. 5 Most Popular 


RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 
Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
Last issue: unrated 


MOST HATED 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Lithuania 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


THE UNDERTAKER 
320, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


EARTHQUAKE 


462, Montreal, Quebec 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


RIC FLAIR 


243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


ERIC EMBRY 
240, Lexington, KY 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


BOBBY EATON IRWIN R. SHYSTER 
233, Huntsville, AL 245, Syracuse, NY 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
UWF Iwccw 
UWF TV Champion: IWCCW Champion: 
NONE NONE 
To be determined To be determined 
1—STEVE WILLIAMS 1—TONY ATLAS 


(3) 265, Norman, OK 
2—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(6) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


3—TERRY GORDY 
(-) 289, Chattanooga, TN 


4—STEVE RAY 

(10) 255, Leavenworth, KS 
5—BRIAN BLAIR 

(5) 235, Tampa, FL 
6—DON MURACO 

(-) 274, Sunset Beach, HI 
7—BOB ORTON 

(4) 245, Kansas City, KS 
8—JOSHUA BEN-GURION 

(-) 270, Israel 
9—SOUL TRAIN PHILLIPS 

(-) 241, Philadelphia, PA 


10—S.D. JONES 
(-) 238, Antigua, West Indies 


(1) 247, Roanoke, VA 
2—KEVIN VON ERICH 

(2) 235, Denton, TX 
3—TASMANIAC 

(4) 245, Tasmania 


4—RAY ODYSSEY 
(-) 205, Palm Beach, FL 


5—SCOTT PUTSKI 

(10) 235, Austin, TX 
6—G.Q. MADISON 

(-) 244, New York, NY 
7—MONDO KLEEN 

(-) 270, Jilin, China 
8—IVAN PUTSKI 

(-) 242, Krakow, Poland 
9—JOE SAVOLDI 

(6) 220, Parsippany, NJ 


10—CURLY MOE 
(9) 555, Mudville, OH 


For period ended May 31, 1991 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—-and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

JESSTING ‘escovircssaverdver care pesthcasrstvectongeee OE OES 
S—RIC FLAIR s.cvscssseeesssrsserenesssseeseeraseess63_poittts 
A—CURT HENNIG ..seesessecssseessesssereseresenns 60. politts 
S—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR ....sessssssserrens56 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER ssssssscssseseeesee+88. points 
2—THE HART FOUNDATION.....s0ssssesssess0068 points 
3—DOOM sssrscsssnsessssnssssnsesssersersesterssnseeseess 5B points 
4—THE LEGION OF DOOM... points 
S—THE NASTY BOYS wosssssssssssserisessreeisns 42 points 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—Joel Deaton; 1—Steve Lawler, 
2—Billy Black; 3—Nick Busick; 4—Fabian; 5—Chris Walker; 6—Randy Rose; 
7—Jon Michaels; 8—Mike Cervich; 9—Festus; 10—Van Hammer. 


TWAS: IWA champion—Manny Fernandez; 1—Preston Steele; 2—Jules 
Strongbow; 3—Larry Cameron; 4—Derrick Dukes; 5—Thunderfoot II; 6—Kevin 
Von Erich; 7—Ivan Koloff; 8—Col. DeBeers; 9—Bob Orton; 10—Rikki Nelson. 


LPWA: LPWA champion—Lady X; 1—Reggie Bennett; 2—Magnificent 
Mimi; 3—Terri Power; 4—Bambi; 5—Susan Sexton; 6—Madusa Miceli; 7— 
Denise Storm; 8—Heidi Lee Morgan; 9—The Beast; 10—Misty Blue Simmes. 


PWAS: PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Golden Idol; 2—The Shocker; 
3—Derrick Dukes; 4—Terminator Riggs; 5—Lightning Kid; 6—Steve O; 7— 
Tommy Jammer; 8—Tommy Ferrara; 9—Jerry Lynn; 10—Randy Gust. 


SAPW: SAPW champion—Vince Torelli; 1—Chris Chavis; 2—Curtis 
Thompson; 3—Ranger Ross; 4—Paul Jones; 5—Ivan Koloff; 6—Tommy 
Seabolt; 7—Ron Garvin; B—Wahoo McDaniel; 9—Jackie Fulton; 10—Bobby 
Fulton. 


TRI-STATE: Tri-State champion—D.C. Drake; 1—J.T. Smith; 2—Tony 
Stetson; 3—Larry Winters; 4—Johnny Hot Body; 5—Cactus Jack; 6—Rockin’ 
Rebel; 7—Jimmy Jannetty; 8—C.N. Redd; 9—Mr. Sandman; 10—Cry Baby 
Waldo. 


WWE; wwc champion—Carios Colon; 1—Polynesian Prince; 2—Dino Bra- 
vo; 3—King Kong; 4—TNT; 5—Invader |; 6—Abdullah the Butcher; 7—Rod 
Price; 8—Giant Warrior; 3—Dick Murdoch; 10—Ron Garvin. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Rating the contenders. \n response to many reader 
requests, this month’s “Ratings Analysis” focuses on 
the top contenders to two important titles: the WCW 
U.S. championship and the WWF Intercontinental belt. 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 
Champion: 
CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
1—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

245, Leeds, England 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
3—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
4—BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 
5—GREG VALENTINE 

243, Seattle, WA Kerry Von Erich 

Analysis: The former member of The British Bulldogs 
(with Dynamite Kid) has gained the majority of oppor- 
tunities at “Mr. Perfect’s’” belt in recent weeks, but has 
been pinned by Hennig several times. He’s in danger 
of dropping to the number-two slot ... The “Texas 
Tornado,” the man Hennig beat for the title, won 
several battle royals to face Hennig in May, but mainly 
won by disqualification ... The “Rowdy Scot” came 
the closest of these contenders to beating Hennig in 
late 1990, but recently has gotten sidetracked in a feud 
with Ted DiBiase ... Hart also fared well against 
Hennig in three spring bouts against the champ, but 
for some reason hasn’t gained further title opportuni- 
ties ... “The Hammer,” a former I-C champion, has 
looked sharp since breaking from Hart's stable and 
may be granted title matches soon. 


WCW U.S. TITLE 
Champion: 
LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
i—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Lithuania 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 

263, Sweetwater, TX 
3—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, TX 
4—DAN SPIVEY 

300, Tampa, FL 
5—RON SIMMONS 

260, Perry, GA Ron Simmons 

Analysis: The “Russian Nightmare” has received the 

bulk of the title matches against the “Total Package” in 
recent weeks, but Luger has turned back the challenge 
of the muscular rulebreaker thus far ... Windham, a 
former U.S. champion, is finally making his mark after 
the breakup of The Four Horsemen ... Hansen held 
the belt briefly in 1990, and now is desperate to re- 
claim the title ... Spivey, viewed by many people as 
strictly a tag team competitor, established himself as a 
genuine contender to this belt with his excellent show- 
ing against Luger at Wrestle War ‘91 ... Simmons has 
compiled an excellent record against One Man Gang 
and Butch Reed, but seems to have geared himself 
mainly toward challenging Ric Hair for the WCW 
World title. 


That's all, folks! Have an opinion about the U.S. and 
|-C ratings? Got a question or complaint about any 
other part of our monthly rankings? Send your mail to: 
“Ratings Analysis,” clo The Wrestler, Box 48, Rockville 
Centre, NY 11571. O 


SS a ee 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We’re certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
a : iandavtal you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
TOUS GN Orne eee fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
upcoming cards throughout North ; = == accepied for single-copy orders.) 
America, “Yay & Nay” and ‘““Who’s Hot, Sas) P g PY 
Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 
“Transactions,” a lively editorial, our 
exclusive “SuperStat” that details and 
analyzes a wrestler’s match record, 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 


“This Week In History,” “Reporters’ © 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Notebook,” and an extensive collection : off the eae 

of match results! You get all of this— © 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
each and every week!—in a bold off the cover price 

newsletter format that keeps you on top @ 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
of today’s wrestling news today! off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea | 

T.V. Sports subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 
Box 48 = i : j 

2 C1 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 1 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings : 
: : i : 

Pinase indicate method of paynient 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings } 

Cj I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 

CiCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. | 

ERVISAG: .--= = = Se ee NAME 

i MasterCard is a wetem: ne ee (ADDRESS i APT 

Expiration Date: / CITY STATE ZIP = I 

MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $32.74 | 


for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


FORMER INTERCONTINENTAL WWF CHAMPION 


RAVISHING RICK RUDE: 
“NO ONE SLEEPS THROUGH 
A RUDE AWAKENING!” 


RICK’Li.. SHAME ’EM! 


Call right now to schedule a “Rue: Ay-akening” — for anyone, anywhere, any time of the day or night. 
Get a friend, get your boss, or ju ¢ 2°t sven! Call now and tell Rick how you want it — soft and sexy or 
rude and raunchy! The World’s #\. ‘: : ¥’restler will take it from there. No one sleeps through a “Rude 
Awakening!” While you’re at it it Ravishing Rick’s Inside Scoop Line. You can hear all about 
the Dirtiest Thing That Ever H: o Rick, his Toughest Fight, What Life Is Like On The Road 
With Rick, and more. You can evs out How to Become A Professional Wrestler! $2 per minute. 


CALL 
1-9¢. --288-RUDE 


ty, By 132-538 


